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FOREWORD 
In Which the Author of This 
Singular Work Tells the 
Reader How He Was Led to 


Become Certain that the 
Opera Ghost Really Existed 


THE GHOST IN the Paris Opera existed. He was not, as was long 
believed, a delusion of the singers, a superstition of the manag- 
ers, or a ludicrous fantasy concocted by the overheated brains of 
the dancers in the corps de ballet, their mothers, the ushers, the 
cloakroom attendants, and the concierge. 

Yes, he existed in flesh and blood, even though he gave 
himself every appearance of a real ghost, a true phantom. 

When I first began going through the archives of the National 
Academy of Music, I was struck by the astonishing correlations 
between the phenomena attributed to the ghost and the mysteri- 
ous, fantastic tragedy that occurred at the same time, and I was 
soon led to the idea that the tragedy could perhaps be rationally 
explained by the phenomena. 

The events in question go back only thirty years, and in the 
dancers’ lounge at the Opera it would still not be hard to find 
respectable old people of unquestionable honesty who remember, 
as if it were only yesterday, the mysterious and tragic circum- 
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stances surrounding the abduction of Christine Daae, the disap- 
pearance of Viscount Raoul de Chagny, and the death of his 
older brother, Count Philippe, whose body was found on the 
shore of the lake that lies beneath the Opera in the direction of 
the Rue Scribe. But none of those witnesses ever thought that the 
more or less legendary Opera ghost was involved in that terrible 
calamity. 

I was slow to realize the truth because my mind was troubled 
by an investigation that kept coming up against seemingly un- 
earthly events. More than once I was on the verge of giving up 
an endeavor in which I exhausted myself pursuing a vain image 
without ever’ grasping it. Finally I had proof that my intuition 
had not deceived me, and all my efforts were rewarded on the 
day when I became certain that the Opera ghost had been more 
than an apparition. | 

On that day, I had spent long hours poring over Memoirs of a 
Manager, a lightweight book by the overly skeptical Armand 
Moncharmin, who, during his time at the Opera, understood 
nothing about the ghost’s bewildering actions; he was vigorously 
making fun of them at the very time when he became the first 
victim of the curious financial operation that took place inside 
the “‘magic envelope.’’ 

Feeling disheartened, I had just left the library when I met the 
charming administrator of our National Academy. He was on the 
landing, talking with a lively, elegantly dressed little old man to 
whom he cheerfully introduced me. The administrator was aware 
of my research and knew how impatiently I had tried, in vain, to 
discover the whereabouts of Monsieur Faure, the examining 
magistrate in the famous Chagny case. No one had known what 
had become of him, or even if he was dead or alive; now he was 
just back from Canada, where he had spent fifteen years, and the 
first thing he had done in Paris was to come to the secretariat of 
the Opera to get a complimentary ticket. That little old man was 
Monsieur Faure himself. 

We spent a good part of the evening together and he told me 
all about the Chagny case as he had understood it. He had had to 
conclude, for lack of evidence, that the viscount was insane and 
that his older brother’s death was accidental, but he remained 
convinced that a terrible tragedy had taken place between the two 
brothers with regard to Christine Daae. He was unable to tell me 
what had become of her or the viscount. And of course he only 
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laughed when I mentioned the ghost. He too had been told about 
the singular happenings which seemed to indicate that some sort 
of supernatural being had taken up residence in one of the most 
obscure parts of the Opera, and he knew the story of the ‘‘magic 
envelope,’’ but in all this, he felt, there was nothing that re- 
quired the attention of a magistrate investigating the Chagny 
case. All he had done about it was to listen for a few moments to 
the testimony of a witness who had come forward of his own 
accord to say that he had met the ghost. This witness was none 
other than the man called the Persian in fashionable Paris soci- 
ety. He was well-known to all of the Opera’s subscribers. The 
magistrate decided he was a lunatic. 

As you can well imagine, I was prodigiously interested in 
what Monsieur Faure said about the Persian. I wanted to find 
that precious original witness, if it was not yet too late. My good 
luck prevailed and I discovered him in the little apartment on the 
Rue de Rivoli where he still lived, and where he died five 
months after my visit. 

At first I was skeptical, but I could no longer have any doubts 
when the Persian told me, with childlike candor, everything he 
personally knew about the ghost, and when he gave me full 
possession of proofs of his existence, as well as Christine Daae’s 
strange correspondence, which cast a glaringly bright light on his 
appalling destiny. No, the ghost was not a myth! 

I was told, of course, that some of that correspondence 
might not be genuine and that all of it might have been fab- 
ricated by a man whose imagination had surely been nourished 
by enchanting tales, but fortunately I was able to find samples 
of Christine’s handwriting outside of the famous packet of 
letters; I then made a comparative study that removed all 
uncertainty. 

I also found out as much as I could about the Persian and 
concluded that he was an honest man incapable of contriving a 
machination that might mislead justice. 

And this was also the opinion of the family friends, all promi- 
nent people, who were directly or indirectly involved in the 
Chagny affair. I showed them all my documents and explained 
all my deductions to them. They gave me generous encourage- 
ment. In this connection, I will take the liberty of quoting what 
General D. wrote to me: 
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Dear Sir, 

I cannot urge you too strongly to make public the results 
of your investigation. I clearly remember that several weeks 
before the disappearance of the great singer Christine Daae 
and the tragedy that saddened everyone in the Faubourg 
Saint-Germain, there was a great deal of talk in the dancers’ 
lounge about the ‘‘ghost,’’ and I believe that the talk con- 
tinued until everyone’s mind became occupied with the trag- 
edy I have mentioned. But if it is possible, as I believe it 
is, after having heard you, to explain the tragedy by means 
of the ghost, I hope you will tell us more about the ghost. 
However mysterious he may seem at first, he will always be 
more explainable than that dark affair in which spiteful peo- 
ple tried to create deadly enmity between two brothers who 
had loved each other all their lives. 

I remain, etc. 


Finally, with my evidence in hand, I went all over the ghost’s 
vast domain, the majestic building that he had turned into his 
empire, and the Persian’s documents were corroborated by ev- 
erything my eyes saw and my mind perceived: Then a marvelous 
discovery decisively completed my work. 

It will be recalled that recently, when workmen were digging 
in the basement of the Opera to bury phonographic recordings of 
singers’ voices, they uncovered a skeleton. As soon as I saw it, I 
had proof that it was the skeleton of the Opera ghost! I had the 
administrator of the Opera touch that proof with his own hand, 
and now it does not matter to me that the newspapers say the 
skeleton belonged to a victim of the Commune. 

The poor people who were slaughtered in the cellars of the 
Opera at the time of the Commune are not buried on that side; I 
will later tell where their skeletons can be found, far away from 
the immense crypt where all sorts of provisions were stored 
during the siege. I came upon them when I was searching for the 
remains of the Opera ghost, which I would not have found if it 
had not been for the highly unlikely circumstance of living 
voices being buried. 

But I will come back to that skeleton and the question of what 
should be done with it. I must now end this very necessary 
foreword by thanking those who modestly played secondary 
roles in the drama but were of great help to me, such as Police 
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Commissary Mifroid, who made the preliminary investigation 
after Christine Daae’s disappearance; Monsieur Rémy, the for- 
mer secretary; Monsieur Mercier, the former administrator; Mon- 
sieur Gabriel, the former chorus master; and particularly Baroness 
de Castelot-Barbezac, who was once “‘littlke Meg’’ (and is not 
ashamed of it), the brightest star in our admirable corps de ballet 
and the older daughter of the honorable Madame Giry, now 
deceased, who was the usher of the ghost’s box. Because of 
them, the reader and I will now be able to relive those hours of 
terror and pure love in all their details.* 


*] would be an ingrate if, at the outset of this true and frightful story, I did 
not also thank the present management of the Opera, who so graciously 
cooperated with me in all my investigations, and in particular Monsieur 
Messager; also the very kind administrator, Monsieur Gabion, and the very 
obliging architect in charge of the building’s preservation, who did not 
hesitate to lend me the works of Charles Garnier even though he was nearly 
certain that I would not give them back. Finally, I wish to publicly acknowl- 
edge the generosity of my friend and former collaborator J.-L. Croze, who 
allowed me to draw on the resources of his splendid theatrical library and lent 
me rare editions that he valued very highly. G.L. 


1 


Was It the Ghost? 


IT WAS THE evening when Monsieur Debienne and Monsieur 
Poligny, the outgoing managers of the Paris Opera, gave their 
last gala performance on the occasion of their departure. The 
dressing room of La Sorelli, one of the leading ballerinas, was 
suddenly invaded by half a dozen members of the corps de ballet 
who had just left the stage after ‘‘dancing’’ Polyeucte. They 
rushed into the room in great confusion, some laughing wildly 
and unnaturally, others uttering cries of terror. 

_ Wanting to be alone for a few minutes to rehearse the speech 
she would soon give before Debienne and Poligny in the lounge, 
La Sorelli had been irritated at seeing that throng of overwrought 
young women come in behind her. She turned to them and asked 
the reason for their agitation. Little Jammes—a nose of the kind 
dear to Grévin, eyes the color of blue forget-me-nots, rosy 
cheeks, a lily-white bosom—explained it in three words, her 
voice choked and quavering with anxiety: 

‘It’s the ghost!’ — 

And she locked the door. 

La Sorelli’s dressing room had an official, commonplace ele- 
gance. The necessary furniture was composed of a full-length 
mirror mounted on swivels, a couch, a dressing table, and 
wardrobes. A few engravings on the walls, souvenirs of her 
mother, who had known the glorious days of the old Opera 
House on the Rue Le Peletier. Portraits of Vestris, Gardel, 
Dupont, and Bigottini. This dressing room seemed like a palace 
to those girls who were lodged in shared rooms where they spent 
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their time singing, quarreling, pummeling the hairdressers and 
dressers, and buying each other little glasses of beer or black 
currant liqueur, or even rum, until the callboy rang his bell. 

La Sorelli was very superstitious. When she heard little Jammes 
mention the ghost, she shuddered and said, *‘You little fool!’’ 

And since she was the first to believe in ghosts in general, and 
the Opera ghost in particular, she wanted more information. 

**Did you see him?’’ she asked. 

‘‘As plainly as I see you!’’ little Jammes answered with a 
moan. Her legs buckled and she let herself fall onto a chair. 

And little Giry—dark eyes, jet-black hair, a swarthy complex- 
ion, her poor little skin clinging to her bones—immediately 
said, ‘‘If that was the ghost, he’s really ugly!’’ 

‘‘Oh, yes!’’ the other dancers exclaimed in unison. 

And they all talked at once. The ghost had appeared to them in 
the guise of a gentleman in a black swallow-tailed coat who 
suddenly stood before them in the hall, without anyone’s having 
seen where he came from. He had appeared so abruptly that it 
was as if he had come out of the wall. 

‘‘Oh, you see ghosts everywhere!’’ said one of the dancers 
who had more or less kept a cool head. 

And it was true that for several months everyone in the Opera 
had been talking about that ghost in evening dress. He moved all 
through the building like a shadow, spoke to no one (and no one 
dared speak to him), and vanished as soon as he was seen, so 
quickly that no one could say how he did it or where he had 
gone. As was proper for a real ghost, he made no sound when he 
walked. At first, everyone had laughed and joked about that 
phantom dressed as a man about town or an undertaker, but his 
legend soon took on colossal proportions within the corps de 
ballet. The dancers all claimed to have met him in one way or 
another, and to have been victims of his evil spells. And those 
who laughed the loudest were not the least apprehensive. When 
he did not let himself be seen, he indicated his presence by 
comical happenings for which he was held responsible by the 
superstition that nearly everyone shared. An accident, a lost 
powder puff, a practical joke played on a dancer by one of her 
friends—it was all the fault of the ghost, the phantom of the 

ra! 

Actually, who had seen him? At the Opera there are so many 
men in black swallow-tailed coats who are not ghosts! But this 
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black swallow-tailed coat differed from others in one respect: it 
was worn by a skeleton. Or at least that was what the dancers 
said. And the skeleton, of course, had a death’s-head. 

Did all this deserve to be taken seriously? The truth is that the 
idea of a skeleton arose from a description of the ghost given by 
Joseph Buquet, the chief stagehand, who had really seen him. 
He had come face to face with him on the little staircase that 
begins near the footlights and goes down to the ‘‘cellars.’’ He 
had seen him for only a second before the ghost hurried away, 
but that second had made an indelible impression on him. 

And here is what Joseph Buquet said about the ghost to 
anyone willing to listen: 

‘‘He’s incredibly thin; his black coat hangs loosely on his bony 
body. His eyes stare straight ahead, without moving, and they’re 
so deep-set that you can hardly see them. All you really see is 
two dark holes, like the ones in a skull. His skin is tight as a 
drum. It’s not white, but an ugly yellow. His nose is so small 
you can’t see it when you look at him from the side, and that 
absence of a nose is something horrible to see. The only hair he 
has is three or four long, dark locks that hang down over his 
forehead and behind his ears.”’ 

He had vainly tried to catch that strange apparition. It had 
disappeared as though by magic and he had been unable to find 
any trace of it. | 

This chief stagehand was a serious, steady man with a slow 
imagination, and he was sober. His words were listened to with 
astonishment and interest. Several other people immediately be- 
gan saying that they too had encountered an apparition in eve- 
ning dress, with a face like a death’s-head. 

At first, sensible people who heard Joseph Buquet’s story said 
he had been the victim of a practical joke by one of his subordi- 
nates. Then, one after another, came incidents so curious and 
inexplicable that even the shrewdest skeptics were shaken. 

A fireman is brave. He fears nothing, and certainly not fire! 

The fireman in question,* a lieutenant, went to make a-tour of 
inspection in the cellars and, it seems, ventured a little farther 
than usual. He suddenly reappeared in the auditorium, pale, 
trembling, and bewildered, with his eyes bulging almost out of 


*This true story was told to me by Pedro Gailhard, the former manager of 
the Opera. 


THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA 9 


their sockets, and he nearly fainted in the arms of little Jammes’s 
noble mother. And why? Because he had seen a head of fire, 
without a body, coming toward him at eye level. And, I repeat, a 
fireman is not afraid of fire! 

This fireman’s name was Papin. 

The corps de ballet was in consternation. First of all, that head 
of fire did not at all match the description of the ghost given by 
Joseph Buquet. The fireman was carefully questioned, and Jo- 
seph Buquet was questioned once again; the dancers were then 
convinced that the ghost had several heads and changed them at 
will. They naturally imagined that they were in grave danger. 
Since a fireman, and a lieutenant at that, had not hesitated to 
faint, the ballerinas and student dancers found ample excuses for 
the terror that made them run as fast as their legs could carry 
them whenever they had to pass by a patch of darkness in a 
dimly lighted hall. 

And so, on the day after the fireman had told his story, La 
Sorelli decided to give as much protection as possible to the 
building that had come under such an evil spell. Surrounded by 
all the dancers, and even followed by the whole body of younger 
pupils in tights, she went to the doorkeeper’s vestibule, near the 
administration courtyard, and put a horseshoe on the table there. 
Everyone, other than spectators, who came into the Opera was 
expected to touch that horseshoe before starting up the stairs. 
Anyone who failed to do so would risk becoming a victim of the 
dark power that had taken possession of the building, from the 
cellars to the attic. 

I have not invented that horseshoe—or anything else in this 
story, unfortunately—and it can still be seen on the table in the 
vestibule, in front of the doorkeeper’s quarters, when one comes 
into the Opera by way of the administration courtyard. 

All this will give some idea of the dancers’ state of mind when 
they went into La Sorelli’s dressing room. 

‘It was the ghost!’’ little Jammes had exclaimed, and the 
dancers’ anxiety had increased still more. 

Now there was an agonizing silence in the room, broken only 
by the sound of rapid breathing. Finally, showing genuine fear, 
Jammes ran to the farthest corner and murmured a single word: 

**Listen!’’ 

It seemed to everyone that a rustling sound was coming from 
the other side of the door. No footsteps. It was as if light silk 
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cloth were sliding across the door. Then there was nothing. La 
Sorelli tried to be less fainthearted than her companions. She 
went to the door and asked in a toneless voice, ‘‘Who’s there?’’ 

But no one answered. 

Feeling all eyes watching her slightest movements, she forced 
herself to be brave and asked very loudly, ‘‘Is there someone out 
there in the hall?’’ 

“Oh, yes, of course there is!’’ said the swarthy little Meg 
Giry, heroically holding La Sorelli by her gauze skirt. ‘‘Don’t 
open the door! My God, don’t open it!”’ 

But La Sorelli, armed with a stiletto that was always with her, 
dared to unlock the door and open it while the dancers retreated 
into the bathroom and Meg Giry gasped, ‘‘Mama! Mama!’’ 

La Sorelli courageously looked out into the hall. It was empty; 
a gaslight, like a butterfly of fire in a glass prison, cast a grim 
red glow into the surrounding shadows without succeeding in 
dissipating them. With a heavy sigh, La Sorelli quickly closed 
the door again. 

*““No,”’ she said, ‘‘there’s no one there.’’ 

“But we saw him!’’ Jammes insisted, coming back to La 
Sorelli with timorous little steps. ‘“He must be prowling around 
here somewhere. I’m not going back to get dressed. We should 
all go down to the lounge together right now, for the speech, and 
come back up together.”’ 

She piously touched the little coral finger that was meant to 
ward off bad luck. And, with the tip of her pink right thumbnail, 
La Sorelli furtively drew a St. Andrew’s cross on the wooden 
ring that encircled the third finger of her left hand. 

A famous newspaper columnist once wrote the following: 


La Sorelli is a great dancer, a beautiful woman with a 
grave, voluptuous face and a body as supple as a willow 
branch; it is commonly said of her that she is ‘‘a lovely 
creature.’’ Her head sways gently, like an egret plume, on a 
long, proud, elegant neck. When she dances, her hips have 
a certain indescribable movement that gives her whole body a 
quiver of ineffable languor. When she raises her arms and 
bends to begin a pirouette, thus accentuating the lines of her 
bust and making her hip stand out, the sight is said to be 
enough to make a man blow his brains out from unfulfilled 
desire. 
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As far as brains are concerned, it seems well established that 
she had almost none. No one held it against her. 

‘‘You must get a grip on yourselves, girls!’’ she said to the 
little dancers. ‘“The ghost? Maybe no one has ever seen him!”’ 

‘‘We saw him,”’ one of the girls protested, “‘with his black 
coat and his death’s-head, the way he was when Joseph Buquet 
saw him!’’ 

‘‘And Gabriel saw him too, only yesterday,’ 
‘‘yesterday afternoon, in broad daylight!”’ 

‘Gabriel the chorus master?”’ 

‘‘Of course. You mean you didn’t know about it?’’ 

‘*And he was in evening dress, in broad daylight?’’ 

‘“Who? Gabriel?’’ 

“‘No, no, the ghost!’’ 

‘*That’s right, he was in evening dress,’’ said Jammes. ‘*Ga- 
briel told me so himself. That’s how he recognized him, in fact. 
Here’s how it happened: Gabriel was in the stage manager’s 
office. All at once the door opened and the Persian came in. You 
know the Persian has the evil eye... .”’ 

‘“‘Oh, yes!’’ the little dancers all exclaimed together, and as 
soon as each of them saw a mental image of the Persian she 
protected herself from his evil eye by raising her hand and 
making a pair of horns, extending her forefinger and little finger 
while her thumb held her other two fingers against her palm. 

*‘And you know how superstitious Gabriel is!’’ Jammes went 
on. ‘‘He’s polite, though, and usually when he sees the Persian 
he just puts his hand in his pocket and touches his keys. But this 
time it was different: as soon as he saw the Persian come in, he 
jumped up from his chair and ran to the lock on the closet door 
to touch iron. When he did that, he caught his coat on a nail and 
made a big rip in it. And he was in such a hurry to leave that he 
banged into a hat peg and gave himself a huge lump on the 
forehead. Then he quickly stepped backward and scraped his arm 
on the folding screen by the piano. He tried to lean on the piano 
but he didn’t watch what he was doing and the keyboard cover 
fell down hard on his fingers. He dashed out of the office like a 
madman, stumbled on the stairs and slid all the way down on his 
back. My mother and I were passing by just then. We hurried to 
help him stand up. We were scared when we saw how he looked: 
he was battered and bruised, and there was blood all over his 
face. But he smiled at us and said, “Thank God I got off with so 
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little damage!’ Then we questioned him and he told us why he’d 
been afraid: it was because he’d seen the ghost behind the 
Persian, the ghost with the death’s-head, the way Joseph Buquet 
described him.”’ 

Jammes had spoken so rapidly, as if the ghost were after her, 
that she was breathless by the time she came to the end of her 
story. It was greeted by a frightened murmur, followed by 
another silence, during which La Sorelli feverishly polished her 
fingernails. 

‘Joseph Buquet should keep quiet,’’ Meg Giry said in an 
undertone. 

‘*Why should he?’’ she was asked. 

‘*That’s what my mother thinks,’’ she replied, lowering her 
voice still more and looking around her as if she were afraid of 
being heard by ears other than those she could see. 

‘“‘And why does your mother think so?’’ 

‘“Not so loud! She says the ghost doesn’t like to be bothered.’’ 

**And why does she say that?’’ 

““Because . . . Because . . . Nothing.”’ 

This skillfully expressed reticence goaded the dancers’ curios- 
ity. They crowded around Meg and begged her to explain her- 
self. Standing there elbow-to-elbow, leaning forward in a single 
entreaty, they transmitted their fear to each other and took keen, 
chilling pleasure in it. 

“IT swore not to tell!’ Meg whispered. 

But they continued their urgent pleas and promised secrecy so 
convincingly that Meg, who was dying to tell what she knew, 
looked intently at the door and began: 

*‘All right. . . . It’s because of the box... .”’ 

“What box?’’ 

‘*The ghost’s box, here in the Opera.”’ 

**The ghost has a box?’’ 

At this idea that the ghost had his own private box, the 
dancers gasped with amazement and a kind of somber joy. 

‘‘Oh! Tell us! Tell us about it!’’ 

‘Not so loud!’’ Meg ordered again. ‘‘It’s Box Five. You 
know, the one next to the stage box in the first left tier.’’ 

**Really?”’ . 

‘Yes, really. My mother is the usher in charge of it. But you 
swear you won’t tell, don’t you?’’ 

“*Of course!”’ 
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‘“‘Well, that’s the ghost’s box. No one has been in it for more 
than a month—no one but the ghost, that is—and orders have 
been given that it’s never to be rented again.”’ 

‘‘And it’s true that the ghost comes there?’’ 

‘*Yes, it is.”’ 

‘“‘Then someone comes into the box.”’ 

“The ghost comes into it, but there’s no one there.”’ 

The little dancers looked at one another. If the ghost came into 
the box, it should be possible to see him, since he wore a black 
swallow-tailed coat and had a death’s-head. 

They said this to Meg, but she answered, ‘‘No, it’s not 
possible to see him! He doesn’t have a black coat or a head. 
You’ve heard about his death’s-head and his head of fire, but 
that’s all nonsense. He doesn’t have anything. . . . He’s heard 
only when he’s in the box. My mother has never seen him, but 
she’s heard him. She knows he can’t be seen because she’s the 
one who gives him the program!”’ 

La Sorelli felt it was time for her to intervene. 

‘‘Meg, you don’t really expect us to believe that silly story, do 
you?’’ 

Meg burst into tears. 

‘‘T should have kept my mouth shut! If my mother ever finds 
out. . . But Joseph Buquet is wrong to stick his nose into things 
that are none of his business. It will bring him bad luck. My 
mother said so last night.’’ 

Just then they all heard heavy, rapid footsteps in the hall, and 
a breathless voice shouting, ‘‘Cécile! Cécile! Are you there?’’ 

‘‘That’s my mother!’’ said little Jammes. ‘“What can be the 
matter?’’ 

She opened the door. A respectable-looking lady, built like a 
Pomeranian grenadier, burst into the dressing room and sank into 
an armchair with a groan. Her eyes rolled wildly, seeming to 
illuminate her brick-colored face in an ominous way. 

‘*It’s horrible!’’ she said. 

‘*What’s horrible?’’ 

‘‘Joseph Buquet .. . He’s... 

‘‘He’s what?’’ 

‘‘He’s dead!’ 

The room was filled with exclamations, astonished protests, 
and frightened requests for explanation. 

“Yes... . He was just found in the third cellar, hanged,”’ 
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continued the poor honorable lady, breathing heavily. ‘‘But the 
most terrible part of it is that the stagehands who found his body 
claim that all around it they heard a sound like the singing of the 
dead!”’ 

‘The ghost did it!’’ cried Meg Giry. The words seemed to 
have slipped out against her will. She immediately put her fists 
in front of her mouth. ‘‘No, no, I didn’t say anything! I didn’t 
say anything!’’ 

Around her, all her companions were repeating in voices 
lowered by terror, ‘‘Yes! Yes! It was the ghost!’’ 

La Sorelli was pale. 

““Now I’ll never be able to give my speech,’ she said. 

Little Jammes’s mother stated her opinion as she emptied a 
glass of liqueur that had been left on the table: ‘‘The ghost must 
have had something to do with it.’’ 

The fact is that the way Joseph Buquet died never became 
known. The brief investigation gave no result, except for a 
conclusion of ‘‘natural suicide.’’ In his Memoirs of a Manager, 
Moncharmin, one of the two managers who succeeded Debienne 
and Poligny, gives this account of Buquet’s death: 


An unfortunate incident disturbed the little celebration that 
Debienne and Poligny gave on the occasion of their depar- 
ture. I was in the managerial office when Mercier, the admin- 
istrator, suddenly came in. Panic-stricken, he told me that the 
body of a stagehand had just been found, hanged, in the third 
cellar, between a flat and a set piece from Le Roi de Lahore. 

‘‘Let’s go and take him down,’’ I said. 

By the time I had hurried down the stairs and the ladder, 
the hanged man had already lost his rope! 


Here, then, is a series of events that seems natural to 
Moncharmin: a man is hanged at the end of a rope, Moncharmin 
goes to take him down, and the rope has disappeared. He found 
a simple explanation. Listen to him: ‘‘It was during the time of 
the ballet; the ballerinas and student dancers had quickly taken 
their precautions against the evil eye.’’ Period, end of explana- 
tion. Just imagine the corps de ballet scrambling down the ladder 
and dividing up the hanged man’s rope in less time than it takes 
to write about it! No, that idea does not deserve to be taken 
seriously. But when I consider the exact place where the body 
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was found, in the third cellar below the stage, I think that 
someone might have had an interest in having the rope disappear 
after it had served its purpose, and we will see later whether or 
not I am right in thinking so. 

The sinister news quickly spread all over the Opera, where 
Joseph Buquet had been greatly liked. The dressing rooms emp- 
tied and the little dancers, grouped around La Sorelli like fright- 
ened sheep around their shepherd, headed for the lounge, trotting 
along dimly lighted halls and staircases as fast as their pink little 
legs could carry them. 


2 


The New Marguerite 


ON THE First landing, La Sorelli ran into Count de Chagny as he 
was coming up. The count, ordinarily so calm, now showed 
signs of great excitement. 

‘I was on my way to your dressing room,”’ he said, gallantly 
bowing to the young woman. ‘‘Ah, Sorelli, what a wonderful 
evening! And for Christine Daae, what a triumph!”’ 

‘‘Impossible!’’ protested Meg Giry. ‘‘Six months ago, she 
sang like a rusty hinge! But please let us pass, my dear count,”’ 
she continued with a pert curtsy, ‘‘we’re going to try to find out 
more about a poor man who was found hanged.”’ 

Just then the administrator was busily hurrying past. He stopped 
abruptly when he heard Meg’s last words. 

‘““What! You ladies already know about it?’’ he said rather 
gruffly. ‘‘Well, don’t talk about it—and make sure Monsieur 
Debienne and Monsieur Poligny don’t hear about it! It would 
cause them too much sorrow on their last day.”’ 

They all went off to the dancers’ lounge, which was already 
crowded. 

Count de Chagny was right: no other gala performance was 
ever comparable to that one. The privileged people who attended 
it still tell their children and grandchildren about it with deep 
emotion. Think of it: Gounod, Reyer, Saint-Saéns, Massenet, 
Guiraud, and Delibes all went before the orchestra, one after 
another, and personally conducted some of their works. Faure 
and Krauss were among the performers, and that was the evening 
when fashionable Paris society was amazed and enraptured by 
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the discovery of Christine Daae, whose mysterious destiny I 
intend to describe in this book. 

Gounod conducted La marche funébre d’ une marionnette; Reyer, 
his beautiful overture to Sigurd; Saint-Saéns, La danse macabre 
and a Réverie orientale; Massenet, a Marche hongroise inédite; 
Guiraud, his Carnaval; Delibes, the Valse lente from Sylvia and 
the pizzicati from Coppélia. Marie Gabriele Krauss and Denise 
Bloch sang: the former, the bolero from Sicilian Vespers; the 
latter, the brindisi from Lucrezia Borgia. 

But it was Christine Daae who had the greatest triumph. She 
began by singing a few passages from Gounod’s Roméo et 
Juliette. This was the first time she had sung anything from that 
work. It had not yet been produced at the Opera, and the 
Opéra-Comique had just revived it long after Madame Carvalho’s 
appearance in its opening performance at the old Théatre-Lyrique. 
We must pity those who never heard Christine Daae in the role 
of Juliet, who never knew her guileless charm, who never thrilled 
to the accents of her angelic voice, who never felt their soul soar 
with hers above the graves of the lovers of Verona: ‘‘Lord! Lord! 
Lord! Forgive us!’’ 

Yet that was nothing compared with the superhuman perfor- 
mance she gave in the prison scene and the final trio in Faust, 
which she sang in place of Carlotta, who was ill. No one had 
ever heard or seen anything like it! It was ‘‘the new Marguerite’’ 
that Christine had revealed, a Marguerite with a previously 
unsuspected splendor and radiance. 

The wildly enthusiastic audience paid thunderous tribute to 
Christine while she sobbed and finally fainted in the arms of her 
companions. Seemingly lifeless, she had to be carried back to 
her dressing room. 

The great critic P. de St-V. preserved the memory of that 
marvelous evening in an article that he entitled ““The New 
Marguerite.’’ Being a great artist as well, he was aware that 
that sweet and beautiful girl had brought more than her art 
to the stage of the Opera: she had also brought her heart. 
All friends of the Opera knew that her heart had remained as 
pure as at the age of fifteen, and P. de St-V. wrote that in 
order to understand what had happened to her, he had ‘‘to 
assume that she had just fallen in love for the first time.’’ And 
he continued: 
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I am perhaps indiscreet, but only love is capable of work- 
ing such a miracle, of causing such a drastic transformation. 
Two years ago we heard Christine Daae in her competition at 
the conservatory and she gave us a charming hope. What is 
the origin of the sublime talent she had today? If it did not 
come down from heaven on the wings of love, I must believe 
that it came up from hell and that Christine Daae, like 
Ofterdingen the mastersinger, has made a pact with the devil! 
Anyone who has not heard her sing the final trio in Faust 
does not know Faust: the exaltation of a voice and the rapture 
of a pure soul can go no further! 


A few subscribers, however, protested. Why had such a trea- 
sure been hidden from them so long? Till then, Christine Daae 
had played an adequate Siebel to Carlotta’s somewhat too splen- 
didly material Marguerite. It was only because of Carlotta’s 
incomprehensible and inexcusable absence from the gala perfor- 
mance that Christine, filling in at a moment’s notice, had been 
able to show her true worth in the part of the program originally 
reserved for the Spanish diva. But why had Debienne and Poligny 
chosen Christine when they learned that Carlotta would not 
appear? Had they known about her hidden genius? If so, why had 
they kept it hidden? And why had she herself hidden it? Strangely, 
she was not known to have a teacher. She had said repeatedly 
that from now on she would work alone. All this was inexplicable. 

Standing in his box, Count de Chagny had seen and heard the 
frenzied ovation given to her, and had joined in it with his own 
shouts of ‘‘Bravo!’’ 

Count Philippe-Georges-Marie de Chagny, forty-one at that 
time, was a great nobleman and a handsome man. He was taller 
than average and had a pleasing face despite the hard lines of his 
forehead and the touch of coldness in his eyes; he treated women 
with refined courtesy and was a little haughty with men, who did 
not always forgive him for his social success. He had an excel- 
lent heart and an honorable conscience. Through the death of old 
Count Philibert, he had become the head of one of the most 
ancient and illustrious families in France, whose nobility went 
back to the time of Louis X. 

The Chagny fortune was substantial. When the old count died a 
widower, it was no easy task for Philippe to take over the 
management of such a large estate. His two sisters and his 
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brother Raoul had never even considered partition; they main- 
tained joint possession and relied on Philippe’s judgment in all 
matters, as if the law of primogeniture were still in effect. When 
his sisters married—on the same day—they took their shares 
from him, not as something that belonged to them, but as a 
dowry for which they thanked him. 

Countess de Chagny—née de Moerogis de la Martyniére—had 
died in giving birth to Raoul, who was born twenty years after 
Philippe. Raoul was twelve when the old count died. Philippe 
took an active part in the boy’s upbringing, ably assisted first by 
his sisters, then by an old aunt who lived in Brest and gave 
Raoul a taste for seafaring. The young man took his nautical 
training aboard the school ship Borda, graduated near the top of 
his class, and took the traditional trip around the world. Thanks 
to powerful backing, he had just been assigned to the official 
mission of the Requin, to search the polar ice for survivors of the 
D’ Artois expedition, which had not been heard from for three 
years. In the meantime he was enjoying a long leave that would 
not be over for six months, and the dowagers of the elegant 
Faubourg Saint-Germain already pitied that handsome youth, 
who looked so frail, for the hardships that lay in store for him. 

His shyness—I am tempted to call it his innocence—was 
remarkable. He gave the impression that he had just left the 
women who had brought him up. He had been pampered by his 
two sisters and his old aunt, and that purely feminine upbringing 
had left him with artless manners that had a charm which nothing 
had yet been able to mar. He was now twenty-one and looked 
eighteen. He had a little blond mustache, attractive blue eyes, 
and a girlish complexion. 

Philippe spoiled Raoul a great deal. For one thing, he was 
very proud of him and happily looked forward to a glorious 
career for him in the navy, where one of their ancestors, the 
famous Chagny de La Roche, had held the rank of admiral. He 
was taking advantage of the young sailor’s leave to show him 
Paris. Raoul had known almost nothing of what the city could 
offer in the way of luxurious delights and artistic pleasures. 

The count felt that at Raoul’s age too much goodness was not 
good. Philippe had a well-balanced character; he was level- 
headed in his pleasures as well as his work, his manners were 
always impeccable, and he was incapable of setting a bad exam- 
ple for his brother. He took him with him everywhere. He even 
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introduced him into the dancers’ lounge at the Opera. I know it 
was said that Philippe was ‘‘on the closest of terms’’ with La 
Sorelli. But since he was a bachelor and therefore had large 
amounts of free time, especially now that his sisters were mar- 
ried, it was surely no crime for him to come and spend an hour 
or two after dinner with a dancer who, though far from being 
renowned for her sparkling wit, had the prettiest eyes in the 
world. Furthermore, there are places where a real Parisian of 
Count de Chagny’s rank must show himself, and at that time the 
dancers’ lounge was one of those places. 

But Philippe might not have taken his brother into the corri- 
dors of the National Academy of Music if Raoul had not repeat- 
edly asked it of him, with a gentle persistence that the count was 
to remember later. 

After applauding Christine Daae that evening, Philippe turned 
to Raoul and saw him so pale that it alarmed him. 

‘‘Don’t you see that she’s about to faint?’’ said Raoul. 

And it was true that, on the stage, Christine had to be sup- 
ported by those around her. 

‘“You’re the one who’s about to faint,’’ said Philippe, leaning 
toward Raoul. ‘‘What’s the matter?” 

But Raoul stood up. 

“*Let’s go,’” he said in an unsteady voice. 

‘“Where do you want to go?’’ asked Philippe, surprised by his 
brother’s intense emotion. 

‘*Let’s go and see! This is the first time she’s ever sung like 
that!”’ 

Philippe gave Raoul a curious look and his lips curved into a 
little smile of amusement. 

““Well, why not?’’ he said, seemingly delighted. ‘‘Come, let’s 
go.”’ 

They soon reached the subscribers’ entrance and found it 
clogged with people. While he waited till he could get to the 
stage, Raoul tore his gloves without realizing what he was doing. 
Philippe was too good-natured to make fun of his impatience. 
But he had understood: he now knew why Raoul seemed preoc- 
cupied when he talked to him, and also why he seemed to take 
such great pleasure in turning all conversation to the subject of 
the Opera. 

They stepped onto the stage. 

A crowd of men in evening dress were hurrying toward the 
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dancers’ lounge or the performers’ dressing rooms. The stage- 
hands’ shouts were mingled with vehement outbursts from crew 
chiefs. The departing supernumeraries from the last tableau, the 
figurantes who jostle you, the frame of a flat being carried past, 
a backdrop coming down from the rigging loft, a practicable 
window being secured with vigorous hammering, the constant 
warning cries that make you fear that something is about to 
knock off your top hat or smash into you from behind—such is 
the usual intermission commotion that never fails to trouble a 
novice like the young man with a little blond mustache, blue 
eyes, and a girlish complexion who was crossing, as rapidly as 
the bustle and congestion would allow, that stage on which 
Christine Daae had just triumphed, and under which Joseph 
Buquet had just died. 

That evening, the confusion had never been more comp'ete, 
but Raoul had never been less timid. He firmly shouldered aside 
everyone in his way, ignored what was said around him, and did 
not even try to understand the frantic words of the stagehands. 
He was concerned only with his desire to see the young woman 
whose magic voice had captured his heart. Yes, he felt that his 
poor, inexperienced heart no longer belonged to him. He had 
tried to defend it since the day when Christine, whom he had 
known when she was a little girl, had come back into his life. He 
had decided that he must struggle against the sweet feelings she 
aroused in him because, true to his respect for himself and his 
faith, he had sworn to love only the woman who would be his 
wife, and it was naturally out of the question for him to marry a 
singer. But the sweet feelings had been succeeded by a terrible 
sensation. Sensation? Sentiment? It was both physical and emo- 
tional. His chest hurt, as if someone had cut it open to take out 
his heart. He felt a dreadful hollowness in it, a real emptiness 
that could never be filled except by Christine’s heart. Such are 
the symptoms of a psychological malady that, it seems, can be 
understood only by those who have had the experience com- 
monly described as ‘‘falling head over heels in love.’’ 

Count Philippe had difficulty keeping up with him. He was 
still smiling. 

At the back of the stage, past the double door opening onto the 
steps that lead to the dancers’ lounge and those that lead to the 
ground-floor boxes on the left side, Raoul was stopped by a little 
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troupe of student dancers who had just come down from their 
attic and were now blocking the passageway he wanted to enter. 
Mocking words were spoken to him by little painted lips, but he 
did not answer. Finally he was able to get past and started along 
a corridor filled with the sound of exclamations from enthusiastic 
admirers. One name rose above the hubbub: ‘‘Daae! Daae!”’ 

Behind Raoul, Philippe said to himself, ‘‘He knows the way, 
the rascal!’’ and wondered how he had learned it. He had never 
taken him to Christine’s dressing room. Raoul must have gone 
there by himself while Philippe went to the lounge, as usual, to 
talk with La Sorelli. She often asked him to stay with her till she 
went onstage, and she sometimes carried her tyranny so far as to 
ask him to keep the little gaiters she wore when she came down 
from her dressing room, to preserve the luster of her satin 
slippers and the cleanness of her flesh-colored tights. She had an 
excuse: she had lost her mother. 

Postponing for a few minutes the visit he owed to La Sorelli, 
Philippe followed Raoul along the corridor that led to Christine’s 
dressing room. He had never before seen that corridor so crowded 
as it was now, when everyone in the Opera seemed to be excited 
by Christine’s success and upset by the fact that she had fainted. 
She had not yet come to, and the house doctor had been sent 
for. He was now heading for her dressing room, pushing his way 
through groups of people. Raoul followed so closely behind him 
that he almost stepped on his heels. - 

So the doctor and Raoul reached Christine at the same time; 
she was given first aid by the former and opened her eyes in the 
latter’s arms. Philippe was part of the tightly packed throng in 
front of the doorway. 

‘‘Don’t you think, doctor, that those gentlemen ought to clear 
out of the room?’’ Raoul asked with incredible boldness. ‘‘It’s 
terribly stuffy in here.’’ 

“*You’re quite right,’’ said the doctor, and made everyone 
leave the room except Raoul and the maid. 

The maid stared at Raoul in wide-eyed bewilderment. She had 
never seen him before. But she did not dare to question him. 

The doctor assumed that since this young man had acted that 
way, he had a right to. So Raoul remained in the dressing room, 
watching Christine regain her senses, while even the two manag- 
ers, Debienne and Poligny, who had come to express their 
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admiration of her, were pushed into the hall, along with the men 
in evening dress. 

Count Philippe de Chagny, expelled like the others, laughed 
aloud and exclaimed, ‘‘Oh, the rascal! The rascal!’’ Then he 
thought, ‘‘It shows you can’t trust those young fellows with 
girlish faces!’’ He grinned and concluded, ‘‘He’s a real Chagny!”’ 

He started toward La Sorelli’s dressing room, but she was 
already going down to the lounge with her frightened little flock 
and she met him on the way, as we saw at the beginning of this 
chapter. 

In her dressing room, Christine heaved a deep sigh that was 
answered by a groan. She turned her head, saw Raoul, and 
started. She looked at the doctor and smiled at him, then looked 
at her maid, and finally at Raoul again. 

‘“*Who are you, sir?’’ she asked him in a voice that was not yet 
much louder than a whisper. 

He knelt on one knee and ardently kissed her hand. 

‘““Mademoiselle,’’ he said, ‘‘I’m the little boy who went into 
the sea to get your scarf.”’ 

Christine again looked at the doctor and the maid, and the 
three of them laughed. Raoul stood up, red-faced. 

‘*Mademoiselle, since it pleases you not to recognize me, 
I'd like to tell you something in private, something very 
important. ”’ 

‘““Would you mind waiting till I’m feeling better?’’ she said, 
her voice quavering. ‘‘You’re very kind... .’’ 

‘*But you must leave,’’ the doctor said to Raoul with his most 
gracious smile. “Let me take care of Mademoiselle Daae.’’ 

“I’m not sick,’’ Christine said abruptly, with a vigor as 
strange as it was unexpected. She stood up and rapidly passed 
her hand over her eyes. ‘‘I thank you, doctor, but I need to be 
alone now. Please leave, all of you. I’m very nervous this 
evening.”’ 

‘The doctor tried to protest but, seeing her agitation, he de- 
cided that the best remedy for such a state would be to let her 
have her way. He left with Raoul, who found himself standing in 
the hall, disconcerted. 

**T don’t recognize her this evening,’’ the doctor said to him. 
“‘She’s usually so calm and gentle... .”’ 

And he walked away. 
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Raoul was alone: that whole part of the Opera was now 
deserted. The farewell ceremony had evidently begun in the 
dancers’ lounge. Thinking that Christine might go there, Raoul 
waited in solitude and silence. He even hid in the welcome 
darkness of a doorway. He still had that terrible pain in the 
empty place where his heart had been. And that was what he 
wanted to tell Christine about, without delay. 

Suddenly the door of the dressing room opened and he saw 
the maid leave alone, carrying several packages. He stopped her 
and asked her how her mistress was feeling. She laughed and 
answered that her mistress was feeling quite well now, but that 
he should not disturb her, because she wanted to be alone. Then 
she hurried away. 

An idea flashed into Raoul’s overheated mind: Christine obvi- 
ously wanted to be alone for him! He had told her he wanted to 
talk to her in private, and that was why she had told everyone to 
leave.. Scarcely breathing, he went back to the door of her 
dressing room, put his ear close to it to hear what she would 
answer, and raised his hand to knock. But then he lowered it. He 
had just heard a man’s voice coming from the dressing room, 
saying in a singularly authoritarian tone, “‘Christine, you must 
love me!”’ 

And Christine’s voice, quavering and tearful, answered, ‘*How 
can you say that to me, when I sing only for you?”’ 

Raoul’s suffering weakened him to the point where he had to 
lean against the door. His heart, which had seemed to be gone 
forever, had now come back into his chest and was pounding 
loudly. The whole corridor resounded with the noise and his ears 
felt deafened by it. If his heart went on making such a din, it 
would be heard, the door would open, and he would be ignomin- 
iously sent away. What a position for a Chagny to be in: 
eavesdropping at a door! He put both hands over his heart to 
quiet it. But a heart is not a dog’s mouth, and even if you hold a 
dog’s mouth shut with both hands to stop his unbearable barking, 
you still hear him growl. 

The man’s voice spoke again: 

‘*You must be tired.’’ 

‘“‘Oh, yes! Tonight I gave you my soul, and I’m dead.”’ 

‘*Your soul is very beautiful, my child,’’ said the man’s deep 
voice, ‘‘and I thank you. No emperor ever received such a gift! 
The angels wept tonight.”’ 
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After those words, ‘‘The angels wept tonight,’’ Raoul heard 
nothing more. He did not leave, but since he was afraid of being 
seen he went back into his dark doorway, determined to wait 
there till the man left the dressing room. He had just learned love 
and hatred in the same evening. He knew that he loved; he 
wanted to discover whom he hated. 

To his surprise, the door opened and Christine, wrapped in 
furs, with her face hidden by a lace veil, came out alone. She 
closed the door, but Raoul observed that she did not lock it. She 
walked past him. He did not even follow her with his eyes, 
because his eyes were on the door. It did not open. When the 
corridor was empty again, he crossed it, opened the door of the 
dressing room, went in, and closed it behind him. He found 
himself in total darkness. The gaslights had been turned off. 

‘“*There’s someone here!’’ he said in a vibrant voice. ‘“Why is 
he hiding?’’ 

He stood with his back against the closed door. Darkness and 
silence. He heard only the sound of his own breathing. He did 
not realize that his conduct was unbelievably indiscreet. 

**You won’t leave here till I let you!’’ he said. ‘‘If you don’t 
answer, you’re a coward! But I’ll unmask you!”’ 

He struck a match. The flame lighted the room. He saw no 
one! After taking the precaution of locking the door, he lit the 
gaslights, went into the bathroom, opened the closets, searched, 
felt the walls with moist hands. Nothing! 

‘‘Am I losing my mind?’’ he said aloud. 

He stood there for ten minutes, listening to the hiss of the gas 
in the peace of that abandoned dressing room; although he was in 
love, he did not even think of taking a ribbon that would have 
brought him the perfume of the woman he loved. He left, not 
knowing what he was doing or where he was going. 

At one point in his aimless wandering, he felt cold air on his 
face and saw that he was at the bottom of a narrow staircase. 
Coming down it, behind him, were a group of workmen carrying 
a makeshift stretcher covered with a white cloth. 

‘Will you please tell me the way out?’’ he asked. 

‘It’s right in front of you,’’ one of the men replied. “‘As you 
can see, the door is open. But let me pass.”’ 

Raoul pointed to the stretcher and asked, with no real interest, 
‘*What’s that?’’ 
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‘*That’s Joseph Buquet. He was found hanged in the third 
cellar, between a flat and a set piece from Le Roi de Lahore.”’ 

Raoul stepped aside to let them pass, then bowed and went 
out. 


3 


In Which, for the First Time, 
Debienne and Poligny Secretly 
Give the New Managers of the 
Opera, Armand Moncharmin 
and Firmin Richard, the Real 
and Mysterious Reason for 
Their Departure acon the 
National Academy of Musi 


MEANWHILE, THE FAREWELL ceremony was taking place. As I 
have said, that magnificent celebration was given by Debienne and 
Poligny on the occasion of their departure from the Opera; to use 
a common expression, they wanted to go out in a blaze of glory. 
Everyone who mattered in Parisian society and the arts had 
helped them to organize that ideal program with melancholy 
overtones. 

They all gathered in the dancers’ lounge, where La Sorelli was 
waiting for the two outgoing managers with a glass of cham- 
pagne in her hand and a prepared speech on the tip of her 
tongue. Her young and old companions in the corps de ballet 
were crowded around her, some talking quietly about the day’s 
events, others discreetly gesturing to their friends, who had 
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already formed a chattering throng around the buffet that stood 
on the sloping floor between two paintings by Boulenger: La 
Danse guerriére and La Danse champétre. 

A few of the dancers had already changed into their ordinary 
clothes, but most of them still wore their light gauze skirts. They 
all had the serious look that they considered proper for the 
occasion—all, that is, except little Jammes, who, being at the 
happy, carefree age of fifteen, seemed to have already forgotten 
the ghost and Joseph Buquet’s death and was constantly bab- 
bling, hopping around, and playing tricks on her friends. La 
Sorelli, exasperated, sternly called her to order when Debienne 
and Poligny appeared on the steps of the lounge. 

Everyone noticed that the two outgoing managers seemed 
cheerful. In the provinces, this would not have appeared natural 
to anyone, but in Paris it was regarded as being in very good 
taste. No one will ever be a Parisian without learning to put a 
mask of joy over his sorrows and a mask of sadness, boredom, 
or indifference over his inner joy. If you know that one of your 
friends is in distress, do not try to comfort him: he will tell you 
that things are already looking up for him; and if he has had a 
stroke of good luck, do not congratulate him on it: he will 
consider it so natural that he will be surprised that anyone should 
mention it. Parisians are always at a masked ball, and two men 
as sophisticated as Debienne and Poligny would not have made 
the mistake of coming into the dancers’ lounge and showing the 
genuine sorrow they were feeling. 

They smiled a little too much at La Sorelli when she began her 
speech. Then an exclamation from that scatterbrained little Jammes 
made their smiles vanish so suddenly that everyone saw the 
distress and fear they had been hiding. 

**The Opera ghost!’’ 

Jammes spoke these words in a tone of agonizing terror, and 
among the men in evening dress she pointed to a face so pale, 
mournful, and ugly, with such deep, dark eye sockets, that it 
looked like a death’s-head and was enthusiastically acclaimed. 

“The Opera ghost! The Opera ghost!’’ 

The delighted onlookers laughed, jostled each other, and tried 
to approach the Opera ghost to offer him a drink, but a moment 
later he was gone, apparently having slipped away in the crowd. 
They looked for him in vain while two old gentlemen tried to 
calm little Jammes and little Giry screeched like a peacock. 
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La Sorelli was furious: she had not been able to finish her 
speech. Debienne and Poligny had kissed her, thanked her, and 
gone away as quickly as the ghost himself. No one was surprised 
by this, because everyone knew that they had to go through the 
same ceremony in the singers’ lounge on the floor above, and 
that finally they would entertain their close friends one last time 
in the large vestibule of the managerial office, where a real 
supper awaited them. 

And that is where we now find them, with the new managers, 
Armand Moncharmin and Firmin Richard. The two pairs of men 
scarcely knew each other, but they exchanged resounding com- 
pliments and great declarations of friendship, with the result that 
those guests who had been dreading a rather gloomy evening 
smiled brightly. During supper there was almost an atmosphere 
of gaiety. There were several occasions for toasts, and the 
government representative showed such special ability in propos- 
ing them, mingling the glory of the past with the success of the 
future, that great cordiality soon reigned among the guests. 

The transfer of managerial powers had taken place the day 
before, in an informal way, and the questions that needed to be 
settled between the new management and the old one had been 
resolved, under the moderating authority of the government rep- 
resentative, with such a great desire for agreement on both sides 
that no one could now be surprised, during that memorable 
evening, to see warm smiles on the four managerial faces. 

Debienne and Poligny gave Moncharmin and Richard the two 
little master keys that could unlock all of the several thousand 
doors in the National Academy of Music. Everyone was curious 
to see those keys. They were being passed from hand to hand 
when the attention of some of the guests was diverted by the 
sight of that strange figure with the pale, fantastic, hollow-eyed 
face who had already appeared in the dancers’ lounge and been 
greeted by little Jammes’s exclamation: ‘‘The Opera ghost!”’ 

He sat at the end of the table, acting as if his presence there 
were perfectly natural, except that he was not eating or drinking. 

Those who had smiled when they first saw him soon looked 
away because the sight of him aroused morbid thoughts. No one 
treated his appearance as a joke, as had been done in the lounge; 
no one cried, ‘“There’s the Opera ghost!’’ 

He had so far said nothing. Not even those beside him could 
have said exactly when he had come in and sat down there, but 
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everyone thought that if the dead sometimes returned and sat at 
the table of the living, they could not show a more macabre 
face than this one. The friends of Moncharmin and Richard 
thought the cadaverous guest was a friend of Debienne and 
Poligny, while the friends of Debienne and Poligny thought he 
was a friend of Moncharmin and Richard, and so no one asked 
for an explanation and there were no unpleasant remarks or jokes 
in bad taste that might have offended him. 

A few of the guests who knew about the legend of the ghost 
and the description of him given by the chief stagehand—they 
had not yet learned of Joseph Buquet’s death—felt that the man 
at the end of the table could very well pass for a materialization 
of what they considered to be a fictitious character created by the 
incorrigible superstition of the Opera personnel. According to the 
legend, however, the ghost had no nose, whereas this man had 
one; but Moncharmin says in his memoirs that it was transparent— 
his exact words are ‘‘His nose was long, thin, and transparent’”’ 
—and I will add that it may have been a false nose. Moncharmin 
may have mistaken shininess for transparence. Everyone knows 
that science can make excellent false noses for people who have 
been deprived of a nose by nature or some sort of operation. 

Did the ghost really come and sit down at the managers’ 
banquet that night without being invited? And can we be sure 
that the face in question was that of the Opera ghost himself? 
Who would venture to say so? I have mentioned the incident not 
because I want to convince my readers that the ghost actually did 
show such splendid audacity, but only because I think that, all 
things considered, it is quite possible that he did. 

Here, it seems to me, is a sufficient reason for thinking so. 
Moncharmin writes in the eleventh chapter of his memoirs: 
‘*When I recall that first evening, I cannot separate the presence 
at our supper of that ghostly individual, whom none of us knew, 
from what Debienne and Poligny confided to us in their office.”’ 
What happened is as follows. 

Debienne and Poligny, sitting at the middle of the table, had 
not yet seen the man with the death’s-head when he suddenly 
began to speak. 

‘The dancers are right,’’ he said. ‘‘Poor Buquet’s death may 
not be as natural as people think.”’ 

Debienne and Poligny started, and both cried out at once, 
**Buquet is dead?’’ 
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‘“*Yes,’’ replied the man, or the specter of a man. ‘‘This 
evening he was found hanging in the third cellar, between a flat 
and a set piece from Le Roi de Lahore.’’ 

The two managers, or rather ex-managers, stood up and stared 
at him strangely. They were more agitated than one would have 
expected them to be upon learning that a stagehand had hanged 
himself. They looked at each other. They had both tumed as 
white as the tablecloth. Finally Debienne motioned to Moncharmin 
and Richard, Poligny said a few words of apology to the guests, 
and the four men went into the managerial office. I will now 
quote from Moncharmin’s memoirs: 


Debienne and Poligny seemed more and more agitated, and it 
appeared to us that they had something to tell us but found it 
difficult to say. First they asked us if we knew the man at the 
end of the table who had told them about Joseph Buquet’s 
death, and when we answered in the negative their agitation 
increased still more. Poligny took the. master keys, from us, 
looked at them for a moment, shook his head, and advised 
us to have new locks made, in secret, for all rooms, closets, 
and objects that we wanted to keep securely closed. As he 
said this, he and Debienne looked so funny that Richard and I 
laughed, and I asked if there were thieves in the Opera. 
Poligny answered that there was something worse than thieves: 
the ghost. We laughed again, thinking they were playing 
some sort of joke on us that was meant to crown the eve- 
ning’s festivities. 

But finally, at their request, we became ‘‘serious’’ again; 
we were willing to humor them by taking part in their little 
game. They told us they would never have spoken to us about 
the ghost if they had not been ordered by the ghost himself to 
urge us to treat him courteously and grant him whatever he 
asked of us. Glad that they were about to rid themselves of 
the ghost by leaving the domain where he exercised his 
tyrannical rule, they had hesitated till the last moment to tell 
us about that strange situation, for which our skeptical minds 
were surely not prepared. But then the announcement of 
Joseph Buquet’s death had forcefully reminded them that 
whenever they had failed to comply with the ghost’s wishes, 
some fantastic or appalling occurrence had quickly brought 
them back to an awareness of their dependence. 

While these unexpected things were being told to us in a 
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solemn and confidential tone, I looked at Richard. In his 
student days he had been known as an accomplished practical 
joker, one familiar with all the many tricks and pranks de- 
vised by students, and the concierges of the Boulevard Saint- 
Michel could testify that he deserved his reputation. He seemed 
to relish the dish that was now being served to him. He did 
not miss a single mouthful of it, even though its seasoning 
was a little macabre because of Buquet’s death. He sadly 
nodded his head and, as Debienne and Poligny spoke, his 
face took on a look of dismay which seemed to say that he 
bitterly regretted becoming a manager of the Opera now that 
he knew there was a ghost in it. I could do no better than to 
faithfully imitate his attitude of despair. But finally, despite 
all our efforts, we could not help laughing in the faces of 
Debienne and Poligny. Seeing us pass without transition from 
deep gloom to insolent gaiety, they acted as if they thought 
we had gone mad. 

Richard felt that the joke had gone on a little too long. 

‘*But what does that ghost want?’’ he asked half seriously. 

Poligny went to his desk and came back with a copy of the 
instruction book for the management of the Opera. 

It begins with these words: ‘“The management of the Opera 
must give to performances of the National Academy of Music 
the splendor that befits the foremost French opera house,’’ and 
ends with Article 98: ‘“The manager may be removed from 
his position: 1. If he acts contrary to the provisions set forth 
in the book of instructions,’’ followed by the provisions in 
question. 

Poligny’s copy of the instruction book was in black ink and 
seemed to be exactly like the one we had, except that at the 
end a paragraph had been added in red ink, in strange, jagged 
handwriting that looked as if it might have been made with 
inked matchsticks; it suggested a child who was still learning 
to write and had not yet reached the point of joining the 
letters. That paragraph was a fifth provision added to the four 
in Article 98: “‘5. If the manager is more than two weeks late 
in making one of the monthly payments owed to the Opera 
ghost, payments to be made until further notice at the rate of 
20,000 francs each, totaling 240,000 francs per year.”’ 

Poligny hesitantly pointed to this last clause, which cer- 
tainly came as a surprise to us. 

“Is that all? Does he want anything else?’’ Richard asked 
with perfect composure. 
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‘*Yes, he does,’’ replied Poligny. | 

He leafed through the instruction book and read aloud: 

‘*Article 63. Stage Box One, in the first right tier, will be 
reserved at all performances for the head of state. 

‘‘Ground-floor Box Twenty on Mondays, and First-Tier 
Box Thirty on Wednesdays and Fridays, will be placed at the 
minister’s disposal. 

‘‘Second-Tier Box Twenty-seven will be reserved every 
day for the use of the Prefect of the Seine and the Chief 
Commissioner of the Paris Police.”’ 

He then showed us another paragraph that had been added 
in red ink: 

**First-Tier Box Five will be placed at the disposal of the 
Opera ghost for all performances.”’ 

At this, Richard and I could only stand up, warmly shake 
hands with our two predecessors and congratulate them on 
that charming joke that showed that the old French sense of 
humor was as lively as ever. Richard even added that he now 
understood why Debienne and Poligny were leaving their 
positions: it was impossible to conduct the affairs of the 
Opera and contend with such a demanding ghost. 

‘*Of course,’’ Poligny replied without batting an eye. ‘“You 
don’t find two hundred and forty thousand francs growing on 
every tree. And do you realize how much it cost us to keep 
First-Tier Box Five reserved for the ghost at all performances? 
We couldn’t rent it and we had to give back the money that a 
subscriber had paid for it. It’s appalling! We don’t want to 
work to support ghosts! We prefer to leave.’’ 

**Yes, we prefer to leave,’’ echoed Debienne. ‘‘And let’s 
do it now.”’ 

He stood up. 

**But it seems to me that you’re very kind to that ghost,”’ 
said Richard. ‘‘If I had such a bothersome ghost, I wouldn’t 
hesitate to have him arrested.”’ 

‘“Where? How?’’ cried Poligny. ““We’ve never seen him!”’ 

**Not even when he comes to his box?’’ 

**We’ve never seen him in his box.’’ 

**Then why not rent it?’’ 

“Rent the Opera ghost’s box? Try it, gentlemen, just try 
it!” 

The four of us left the office. Richard and I had enjoyed 
ourselves immensely. 
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Box Five 


ARMAND MONCHARMIN WROTE such voluminous memoirs that one 
may wonder if during the rather long period of his comanagement 
he ever found time to concern himself with the Opera other than 
by describing what went on there. He did not know one note of 
music, but he was on close terms with the Minister of Public 
Education and the Fine Arts, he had done a little newspaper 
reporting on the variety theater, and he had a rather large fortune. 
He had considerable charm, and no lack of intelligence, since, 
having decided to become a silent partner in the Opera, he had 
chosen the man who would be the most effective manager: he 
had gone straight to Firmin Richard. 

Firmin Richard was a distinguished composer and a man of 
honor. Here is the description of him published in the Revue des 
thédtres at the time when he became a comanager of the Opera: 


Firmin Richard is about fifty. He is tall and broad, without 
an ounce of fat. He has distinction and an imposing presence. 
His complexion is florid; his thick hair comes down rather 
low on his forehead and is cut short; his beard matches his 
hair; his face has a slight look of sadness that is tempered by 
his forthright gaze and charming smile. 

Firmin Richard is a very distinguished composer, highly 
proficient in harmony and counterpoint. The principal charac- 
teristic of his compositions is grandeur. He has published 
some highly regarded chamber music, piano music—sonatas 
and minor pieces—full of originality, and a collection of 
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melodies. Finally, his Death of Hercules, performed at the 
concerts of the conservatory, has an epic inspiration reminis- 
cent of Gluck, one of his venerated masters. Though he 
adores Gluck, however, he loves Piccinni none the less; he 
takes his pleasure where he finds it. Full of admiration for 
Piccinni, he pays homage to Meyerbeer, he delights in 
Cimarosa, and no one has a better appreciation of Weber’s 
inimitable genius. Finally, as to Wagner, Monsieur Richard is 
not far from claiming to be the first person in France, and 
perhaps the only one, to have understood him. 


I will stop my quotation here. It clearly implies, I believe, that 
while Firmin Richard liked nearly all music and all composers, it 
was the duty of all composers to like Firmin Richard. To end this 
quick sketch of him, I will say that his character was of the kind 
known as dictatorial; that is, he was very bad-tempered. 

During the first days that the two partners spent in the Opera, 
they were absorbed in the pleasure of feeling themselves the 
masters of such a vast and splendid enterprise, and they had no 
doubt forgotten about the curious, outlandish story of the ghost. 
Then there was an incident that proved to them that the joke—if 
that was what it was—had not yet ended. 

Richard arrived in his office at eleven that morning. His 
secretary, Monsieur Rémy, showed him half a dozen letters that 
he had not opened because they were marked ‘‘Personal.’’ One 
of them immediately caught Richard’s attention, not only be- 
cause the envelope was addressed in red ink, but also because it 
seemed to him that he had seen that handwriting before. He 
quickly realized that it was the red writing in which the book of 
instructions had been so strangely completed. He recognized its 
clumsy, childish appearance. He opened the envelope and read: 


My Dear Manager, 

Please excuse me for disturbing you during this precious 
time when you are deciding on the fate of the best performers 
in the Opera, renewing important engagements and conclud- 
ing new ones, and doing all that with a firmness of purpose, 
an understanding of the theater, a knowledge of the public 
and its tastes, and an authority that I, with my long experi- 
ence, have found simply astounding. I know what you have 
done for Carlotta, La Sorelli, and little Jammes, and several 
others whose admirable qualities, talent, or genius you have 
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discerned. (You know to whom I am referring by those last 
words: it is obviously not to Carlotta, who sings like a yowl- _, 
ing cat and should never have left the Ambassadeurs or the 
Café Jacquin; or to La Sorelli, whose success is primarily 
corporeal; or to little Jammes, who dances like a calf in a 
meadow. Nor is it Christine Daae; her genius is unques- 
tionable, but you have carefully excluded her from any im- 
portant creation.) 

You are, of course, free to manage your operatic affairs 
as you see fit. However, I would like to take advantage of 
the fact that you have not yet thrown out Christine Daae by 
hearing her tonight in the role of Siebel, since the role of 
Marguerite is now forbidden to her, after her triumph the other 
day. I ask you not to dispose of my box tonight or any 
other night, for I cannot end this letter without admitting to 
you how unpleasantly surprised I was recently when I came 
to the Opera and learned that my box had been rented, at the 
box office, by your order. 

I did not protest, first because I dislike making a scene, 
and also because I thought that your predecessors, Debienne 
and Poligny, who were always very gracious to me, must have 
neglected to tell you about my little idiosyncrasies before 
they left. But in response to my request for an explanation, 
they have just given me an answer that proves you are ac- 
quainted with my book of instructions, and therefore that you 
are showing intolerable disrespect for me. If you want us 
to live in peace, you must not begin by taking my box away 
from me! 

Having made these little remarks, I ask you to consider 
me your humble servant, 


Opera Ghost 
This letter was accompanied by a clipping from the personal 


column of the Revue thédtrale, which contained the following: 
*‘O. G.: R. and M. are inexcusable. We told them, and left your 


book of instructions in their hands. Best regards.”’ 


Firmin Richard had scarcely finished reading the letter when 


the door of his office opened and Armand Moncharmin came in, 
holding a letter exactly like the one his colleague had received. 
They looked at each other and laughed. 


“‘The joke is still going on,’’ said Richard, ‘and it’s not funny.”’ 
**What does this mean?’’ asked Moncharmin. *‘Do they think 
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we're going to let them have a box forever because they used to 
be managers of the Opera?’’ 

“Pm in no mood to let them keep up their hoax much 
longer,’’ declared Richard. 

**It’s harmless,’’ remarked Moncharmin. ‘‘ Actually, what is it 
they want? A box for tonight?’’ . 

Richard told his secretary to send Debienne and Poligny tick- 
ets for First-Tier Box Five, if it was not already rented. 

It was not. The tickets were sent immediately. Debienne lived 
at the corner of the Rue Scribe and the Boulevard des Capucines; 
Poligny, on the Rue Auber. The two letters signed Opera Ghost 
had been mailed from the post office on the Boulevard des 
Capucines. Moncharmin noticed this as he was examining the 
envelopes. 

“You see!”’ said Richard. 

They shrugged and expressed regret that men as old as Debienne 
and Poligny should still be amusing themselves with such child- 
ish pranks. 

**At least they could have been polite!’’ said Moncharmin. 
*‘Did you notice what they said about us with regard to Carlotta, 
La Sorelli, and little Jammes?’’ 

**My friend, those men are sick with jealousy! Think of it: 
they even went so far as to pay for an advertisement in the 
personal column of the Revue thédtrale! Do they really have 
nothing better to do?’’ 

*“By the way, they seem to have a great interest in little 
Christine Daae. . . .”’ 

**You know as well as I do that she has the reputation of being 
Virtuous!”’ 

*‘Reputations are often undeserved,’’ said Moncharmin. ‘‘I 
have the reputation of knowing all about music, but I don’t know 
the difference between the treble clef and the bass clef.’’ 

**‘Don’t worry, you’ve never had that reputation,’’ Richard 
assured him. 

He then ordered the doorkeeper to show in the singers and 
dancers who had been pacing back and forth in the hall for the 
past two hours, waiting for the managerial door to open, the door 
behind which they would find glory and money—or dismissal. 

The whole day was spent. in carrying on discussions and 
negotiations, in signing and breaking contracts. You may there- 
fore be certain that that night—the night of January 25—our two 
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managers, tired from a hard day of anger, scheming, urging, 
threats, protestations of love or hatred, went to bed early without 
even having the curiosity to glance into Box Five to see if 
Debienne and Poligny were enjoying the evening’s performance. 
The Opera had not come to a standstill after the former manag- 
ers’ departure and Richard had had some necessary work done 
on the building without disrupting the schedule of performances. 

The next morning, he and Moncharmin found a card from the 
ghost in their mail: 


My Dear Manager, 

Thank you. Delightful evening. Daae exquisite. Choruses 
need work. Carlotta a magnificent and commonplace instru- 
ment. Will soon write to you about the 240,000 francs or, to 
be exact, 233,424.70: Debienne and Poligny sent me 6575.30 
francs for the first ten days of this year’s allotment, since 
they ceased to be managers on the evening of the tenth. 

Kind regards, 
QO. G. 


They also received a letter from Debienne and Poligny: 


Gentlemen, 

We thank you for your kindness, but you will readily 
understand that the prospect of hearing Faust again, no 
matter how pleasant it may be to former managers of the 
Opera, cannot make us forget that we have no right to 
occupy First-Tier Box Five. You know to whom that box 
belongs exclusively, for we had occasion to speak of him to 
you when we reread the book of instructions with you one 
last time. We refer you to the last paragraph of Article 63. 

We remain, etc. 


‘‘They’re beginning to get on my nerves!’’ Richard said vio- 
lently, snatching the letter from Moncharmin’s hands. 

That night, First-Tier Box Five was rented. 

When Richard and Moncharmin came to their office the next 
day, they found a report from the supervisor of the Opera, 
written the night before, concerning events that had taken place 
that same night in First-Tier Box Five. Here is the essential 
passage of that brief report: 
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Twice this evening, at the beginning and in the middle of the 
second act, I had to call in a policeman to eject the occupants 
of First-Tier Box Five, who had arrived at the beginning of 
the second act. They made a scandalous disturbance with 
their loud laughter and inane remarks. There were cries of 
**Quiet!’’ all around them, and the audience was beginning to 
protest when an usher came to me. I went into the box and 
said what was necessary. The occupants talked stupidly to me 
and seemed not to be in their right mind. I warned them that 
if the disturbance was repeated, I would be forced to make 
them leave. As soon as I was gone, I again heard their 
laughter, and protests from the audience. I went back with a 
policeman who made them leave the box. Still laughing, they 
said they would stay in the hall until their money was re- 
funded. Finally they became calm and I let them go back into 
the box. The laughter immediately began again, and this time 
I had them permanently ejected. 


‘‘Send for the supervisor,’’ Richard said to his secretary, who 
had been the first to read the report, and had already written 
notes on it in blue pencil. 

The secretary, Monsieur Rémy, was always shy in front of the 
managers. He was an intelligent, elegant, distinguished young 
man of twenty-four who had a thin mustache, dressed impec- 
cably—which at that time meant that he wore a frock coat during 
the day—and received a salary of twenty-four hundred francs a 
year, paid by the managers. He examined the newspapers for 
useful information, answered letters, distributed box reservations 
and complimentary tickets, scheduled appointments, talked with 
people waiting to see the managers, went to see sick performers, 
looked for understudies, and corresponded with department heads, 
but his main duty was to act as a lock on the managers’ door. He 
could be discharged at a moment’s notice without compensation, 
because he was not recognized by the administration. 

Rémy had already sent for the supervisor. He told him to 
come in. 

The supervisor stepped into Richard’s office, looking a little 
uneasy. 

‘*Tell us what happened,’’ Richard said brusquely. 

The supervisor stammered something and referred to his report. 

‘““Why were those people laughing?’’ asked Moncharmin. 
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‘‘They must have had a good dinner with plenty of wine, sir, 
and they seemed to be more in a mood for horseplay than for 
listening to good music. As soon as they went into the box, they 
came out again and called the usher. She asked them what they 
wanted. One of the men said, ‘Look in the box—there’s no one 
in it, is there?’ The usher said, ‘No,’ and the man said, ‘Well, 
when we went in, we heard a voice saying someone was there.’ ”’ 

Moncharmin could not look at Richard without smiling, but 
Richard did not smile back. He himself had too much experience 
in that sort of thing not to recognize, in the story that the 
supervisor was innocently telling him, all the marks of one of 
those malicious practical jokes that first amuse their victims, 
then finally enrage them. 

To curry favor with Moncharmin, who was still smiling, the 
supervisor felt that he should smile also. It was an unfortunate 
smile! Richard gave him a withering look. The supervisor in- 
stantly tried to take on a suitably dismayed expression. 

‘‘But when those people arrived,’’ asked the formidable Rich- 
ard, ‘‘was there anyone in the box?’’ 

‘‘No one, sir, no one at all! And there was no one in the boxes 
on either side of it, no one! I swear the box was empty, I’d stake 
my life on it! That’s why I’m sure the whole thing was only a 
joke.”’ 

‘*And what did the usher say?’’ 

‘‘Oh, as far as she’s concerned, it’s simple: she says it was the 
Opera ghost. What else can you expect?’’ 

The supervisor laughed, but again he realized he had made a 
mistake, because as soon as Richard heard ‘‘she says it was the 
Opera ghost,’’ his face, already somber, became furious. 

‘‘I want to see that usher!’’ he said. ‘‘Immediately! Have her 
brought here! And send all those people away!”’ 

The supervisor tried to protest but Richard closed his mouth 
with a menacing ‘‘Quiet!’’ Then, when his unfortunate subordi- 
nate’s lips seemed closed forever, Richard demanded that he 
open them again. 

‘‘What is this ‘Opera ghost’?’’ he finally brought himself to 
ask, with a grunt of displeasure. 

But the supervisor was now unable to say a word. By desper- 
ate gestures, he gave Richard to understand that he did not 
know, or rather that he did not want to know. 

‘*Have you seen the ghost yourself?’ 
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The supervisor vigorously shook his head. 

“*So much the worse for you,’’ Richard said coldly. 

The supervisor’s eyes opened so wide that they seemed ready 
to pop out of their sockets and, regaining his power of speech, 
he asked the manager why he had spoken those sinister words. 

‘““Because I’m going to settle accounts with everyone who 
hasn’t seen him!’’ Richard answered. ‘‘Since he’s everywhere, 
it’s intolerable that he’s not seen anywhere. I want my employ- 
ees to do their work and do it right!’ 


5 


Continuation of “Box Five” 


HAVING SAID THIS, Richard paid no further attention to the 
supervisor and began discussing various matters with his 
administrator, who had just come in. The supervisor thought 
he could leave. He was backing slowly, ever so slowly, 
toward the door when Richard saw what he was doing and 
nailed his feet to the floor with a thunderous “‘Don’t move!’’ 

Rémy had sent for the usher, who also worked as a con- 
cierge on the Rue de Provence, near the Opera. She soon 
came in. 

**What’s your name?’’ asked Richard. 

**‘Madame Giry. You know me, sir: I’m the mother of little 
Giry, or little Meg, she’s also called.”’ 

She said this in a gruff, serious tone that briefly gave him 
pause. He looked at her (faded shawl, worn-out shoes, old 
taffeta dress, soot-colored hat) and it was obvious from his 
expression that he had never met her before, or had forgotten 
meeting her, and that he did not know her daughter either. 
But that famous usher’s pride was so great that she imagined 
everyone knew her. (I believe that giries, a familiar word in 
backstage slang at the Opera, came from her name. An 
example of its use: If one singer wants to accuse another of 
repeating idle gossip, she will say to her, ‘‘All that is nothing 
but giries.’’) 

*‘No, I don’t know you,’’ Richard finally declared. ‘‘But 
I'd still like you to tell me what happened last night to make 
you and the supervisor call in a policeman.”’ 
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**Yes, I wanted to talk to you about that, sir, so we won’t 
have the same unpleasantness as Monsieur Debienne and 
Monsieur Poligny. At first, they wouldn’t listen to me either, 
and...” 

‘I’m not asking you about all that,’’ Richard interrupted. 
‘*T’m asking you to tell me what happened last night.”’ 

Madame Giry turned red with indignation. No one had ever 
spoken to her in such a tone before. She stood up as though to 
leave, gathering the folds of her skirt and shaking the feathers 
of her soot-colored hat with dignity; but then she changed her 
mind, sat down again, and said haughtily, ‘‘What happened 
was that someone annoyed the ghost again!’’ 

At this point, seeing that Richard was on the verge of an 
angry outburst, Moncharmin intervened and took charge of 
the questioning. It soon revealed that to Madame Giry it was 
perfectly natural for people to hear a voice proclaiming that 
there was someone in a box where there was no one. She 
could explain that phenomenon, which was not new to her, 
only as an act of the ghost. No one ever saw the ghost in his 
box, but everyone could hear him. She had heard him often, 
and they could take her word for it, because she never lied. 
They could ask Monsieur Debienne and Monsieur Poligny, 
and everyone else who knew her, including Isidore Saack, 
whose leg had been broken by the ghost. 

‘‘Is that so?’? asked Moncharmin. ‘‘The ghost broke poor 
Isidore Saack’s leg?’’ 

Madame Giry’s eyes showed her amazement at such igno- 
rance. Finally she consented to enlighten those two unfortu- 
nate simpletons. The incident had happened in the time of 
Debienne and Poligny, and, like the one of the night before, 
it had happened in Box Five during a performance of Faust. 

Madame Giry coughed and cleared her throat, acting as if 
she were preparing to sing all of Gounod’s score. 

‘*Here’s how it was, sir,’’ she began. ‘‘That night, Mon- 
sieur Maniera and his wife—they’re gem dealers on the Rue 
Mogador—were sitting in the front of the box. Behind Madame 
Maniera was their close friend, Isidore Saack. Mephistopheles 
was singing.’’ And Madame Giry sang: ‘‘ ‘Thou, who here art 
soundly sleeping.’ Then, in his right ear (his wife was sitting to 
his left), Monsieur Maniera heard a voice saying, ‘Ha, ha! Julie 
isn’t soundly sleeping!’ (His wife’s name is Julie.) He turned his 
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head to the right to see who had said that. No one! He rubbed his 
ear and said to himself, ‘Did I dream it?’ Mephistopheles was 
still singing. . . . But maybe I’m boring you gentlemen.”’ 

‘No, no, go on.”’ 

‘*You’re very kind,’’ she said with a grimace. ‘‘As I said, 
Mephistopheles was still singing.’’ She-sang: ‘‘ ‘You whom | 
adore, refuse not, I implore, a sweet kiss ...’ And again 
Monsieur Maniera heard the voice in his right ear: ‘Ha, ha! 
Julie won’t refuse a sweet kiss to Isidore!’ He turned his head 
again, but this time in the direction of his wife and Isidore. 
And what did he see? Isidore had taken Madame Maniera’s 
hand from behind and was kissing it through the little opening 
in her glove, like this, gentlemen.’’ She kissed the patch of 
skin left bare by her silk glove. ‘‘Well, you can be sure the 
three of them didn’t just sit there quietly after that! Bang! 
Bang! Monsieur Maniera, who was big and strong like you, 
Monsieur Richard, gave a pair of healthy slaps to Isidore 
Saack, who was thin and weak like you, Monsieur Moncharmin, 
with all due respect. There was a big commotion. People in 
the audience were shouting, ‘He’s going to kill him!’ Finally 
Isidore Saack was able to get away.”’ 

‘‘Then the ghost didn’t break his leg?’’ asked Moncharmin, 
a little miffed at the poor impression his physique had made 
on Madame Giry. 

‘‘He did break it, sir,’’ she replied a little scornfully, for 
she had sensed his offensive intention. “‘He broke it on the 
big staircase, which Isidore Saack was going down too fast, 
and he broke it so badly that it will be quite a while before the 
poor man can go up those stairs again!”’ 

‘‘Was it the ghost himself who told you what he whispered 
in Monsieur Maniera’s right ear?’’ Moncharmin asked with 
the seriousness of a judge, feeling that he was being very 
comical. 

‘**No, sir, it was Monsieur Maniera who told me. So.. . 

‘‘But you have talked with the ghost, haven’t you, my 
good lady?’’ 

‘“Yes, just as sure as I’m talking with you, my good 
gentleman.”’ 

‘And when the ghost talks to you, what does he say?’’ 

‘*He tells me to bring him a footstool.’’ 

As she solemnly spoke these words, Madame Giry’s face 
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became as cold as the red-veined yellow marble, known as 
Sarrancolin marble, in the pillars supporting the great staircase. 

Richard, Moncharmin, and Rémy, the secretary, all laughed 
at once; but the supervisor, having learned from experience, 
did not join in their laughter. Leaning against the wall and 
nervously toying with the keys in his pocket, he wondered 
how all this was going to turn out. The haughtier Madame 
Giry became, the more he was afraid that Richard’s anger 
would return. And now, facing the managers’ laughter, she 
dared to become threatening, positively threatening! 

‘Instead of laughing at the ghost,’’ she said indignantly, 
‘‘you should do like Monsieur. Poligny—he found out for 
himself.’’ 

‘‘Found out about what??? asked Moncharmin, who had 
never been so amused before. 

‘The ghost! I’m trying to tell you ... Listen.’” Madame 
Giry suddenly became calm, feeling that this was a crucial 
time. “‘I remember it as if it were yesterday. They were 
performing La Juive that night. Monsieur Poligny had de- 
cided to watch it, alone, in the ghost’s box. Mademoiselle 
Krauss was a huge success. She’d just sung, you know, that 
thing in the second act.’’ She began singing softly: ‘* ‘I 
want to live and die with the man I love, and death itself 
cannot...’ ”’ 

‘“Yes, I know the part you mean,’’ Moncharmin said with a 
discouraging smile. 

But she went on singing, swaying the feathers of her 
soot-colored hat: ‘‘ ‘Let us away! Here below, the same fate 
awaits us...’ ”’ 

‘“Yes, yes, we know the part you mean!’’ Richard inter- 
rupted impatiently. ‘“What of it?’’ 

‘Well, it was just when Léopold says, ‘Let us flee!’ and 
Eléazar stops them by asking, ‘Where are you going?’ It was 
just then that Monsieur Poligny—I was watching him from 
the back of the next box, which was unrented—it was just 
then that he stood up straight and walked out, stiff as a statue. 
I barely had time to ask him, like Eléazar, ‘Where are you 
going?’ But he didn’t answer me and he was pale as a corpse! 
I watched him go down the stairs. He didn’t break a leg, but 
he walked as if he were in a dream, a nightmare. He couldn’t 
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even find his way—and he was paid to know the Opera from 
top to bottom!”’ 

Having expressed herself in this way, Madame Giry paused 
to judge the effect she had produced. 

Her story about Poligny had made Moncharmin shake his 
head. 

“All that still doesn’t tell me how, and in what circum- 
stances, the Opera ghost asked you for a footstool,’’ he 
insisted, looking her straight in the eyes. 

“Well, after that night, the ghost was left alone and no- 
body tried to take his box away from him. Monsieur Debienne 
and Monsieur Poligny gave orders that it was to be left free 
for him at all performances. And every time he came, he 
asked me for his footstool.”’ 

**So here we have a ghost who asks for a footstool... . 
Your ghost is a woman, then?’’ 

*‘No, the ghost is a man.’’ 

**How do you know?’’ 

““He has a man’s voice, a beautiful man’s voice. I'll tell 
you what happens. When he comes to the Opera, he usually 
arrives in the middle of the first act. He knocks three times on 
the door of Box Five. The first time I heard those three 
knocks, when I knew very well there was nobody in the box, 
you can imagine how puzzled I was! I opened the door, I 
listened, I looked—nobody! Then I heard a voice say to me; 
‘Madame Jules’—my late husband’s name was Jules—‘will 
you please bring me a footstool?’ It knocked me flat, if you 
know what I mean, sir. Then the voice said, ‘Don’t be afraid, 
Madame Jules, I’m the Opera ghost.’ It was such a kind, 
friendly voice that I almost did stop being afraid. I looked in 
the direction it came from. The voice, sir, was in the first seat 
on the right in the first row. Except that I didn’t see anyone 
there, it was exactly as if someone were sitting in that seat 
and talking to me, someone very polite too.’’ 

‘*Was the box to the right of Box Five occupied?’’ asked 
Moncharmin. 

‘‘No. Box Seven, and Box Three on the left, were still 
empty. The performance had just started.’’ 

**And what did you do?’’ 

“I brought the footstool, what else? He didn’t want it for 
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himself, of course. It was for his lady. But I never heard or 
saw her.”’ 

What! The ghost had a wife now? Moncharmin and Rich- 
ard raised their eyes from Madame Giry to the supervisor, 
who was standing behind her and waving his arms to catch 
their attention. He sadly tapped his forehead with his finger to 
indicate that Madame Giry was crazy, which made Richard 
decide to dismiss a supervisor who kept a lunatic in his 
service. She was still talking, totally absorbed in her ghost; 
now she was praising his generosity. 

‘‘At the end of the performance he usually gives me at least 
two francs, sometimes five, sometimes even ten, when it’s been 
several days since the last time he came. But now that they’ve 
started annoying him again, he hasn’t been giving me anything.”’ 

‘“*Excuse me, my good woman’’—Madame Giry angrily shook 
the feathers of her soot-colored hat at this persistent familiarity— 
‘“‘but how does the ghost go about giving you that money?’’ 
asked Moncharmin, who was born curious. 

‘‘He just leaves it on the railing of the box. I find it there, 
along with the program I always bring him. Sometimes I also 
find flowers in the box, a rose that must have fallen from his 
lady’s bodice. He must come there sometimes with a lady, since 
they once left a fan behind.”’ 

‘*Ha, ha! The ghost left a fan? And what did you do with it?”’ 

‘*I brought it back to him the next time, of course.”’ 

At this point the supervisor’s voice was heard: 

‘*You didn’t follow the rules, Madame Giry. I’m going to fine 
you.”’ 

Then Richard’s deep voice: 

“*Shut up, you fool!’’ 

**So you brought back the fan. Then what happened?’’ 

‘*They took it away, sir. I didn’t find it after the performance, 
and in its place they left a box of the tart candy I like so much. 
That’s another way the ghost shows his kindness.’’ 

‘Thank you, Madame Giry. You may leave now..”’ 

When she had left, after bowing to the two managers respect- 
fully, though with the dignity that never abandoned her, Richard 
told the supervisor he had decided to dispense with that old 
lunatic’s services. Then he told him that he could also leave. 

The supervisor declared his devotion to the Opera and left. 
The two managers sent word to the administrator that he was to 
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give the supervisor what was owed to him and remove him from 
the payroll. Then, when the secretary had left and they were 
alone together, they each expressed a thought that had come to 
both of them at the same time: they should go and have a look at 
Box Five. 

We will soon follow them there. 


6 


The Enchanted Violin 


BECAUSE OF INTRIGUES that will be examined later, Christine Daae 
did not immediately repeat, at the Opera, the triumph she had 
won at the famous gala performance. She did, however, have an 
opportunity to appear at the Duchess of Zurich’s house, where 
she sang the best pieces in her repertory. And here is what the 
great critic X.Y.Z., who was among the distinguished guests, 
wrote about her: 


When one hears her in Ambroise Thomas’s Hamlet, one 
wonders if Shakespeare came from the Elysian Fields to 
rehearse her in the role of Ophelia. It is true that when she 
dons the starry diadem of the Queen of the Night, Mozart must 
leave his eternal abode to come and hear her. But no, there is 
no need for him to leave, because the strong, vibrant voice of 
the magic interpreter of his Magic Flute comes to him, easily 
rising up to heaven, just as she herself went effortlessly from 
her thatched cottage in the village of Skotelof to the gold and 
marble palace built by Monsieur Garnier.* 


But after the evening at the Duchess of Zurich’s house, Chris- 
tine did not sing again in society. She rejected all invitations and 
all offers of paid appearances. Without giving a plausible expla- 
nation, she refused to appear at a charity concert in which she 
had previously promised to take part. She acted as if she were no 


*Jean-Louis-Charles Garnier, known as Charles Garnier, was the architect 
of the Paris Opera. (Translator’s note.) 
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longer in control of her life, as if she were afraid of a new 
triumph. 

She learned that, to please his brother, Count Philippe de 
Chagny had made very active efforts on her behalf with Mon- 
sieur Richard. She wrote to thank him and also to ask him to say 
nothing more about her to the managers of the Opera. What 
reason could she have for such strange behavior? Some attributed 
it to boundless pride, others to divine modesty. But theatrical 
people are not overburdened with modesty. Actually, the most 
likely explanation may have been fear. Yes, I believe that Chris- 
tine Daae was frightened by what had just happened to her, and 
that she was as much surprised by it as everyone around her. 
Surprised? On second thought, no. I have one of her letters 
(from the Persian’s collection) relating to the events of that time, 
and having reread it, I will not write that she was surprised or 
even frightened by her triumph, but that she was terrified. Yes, 
terrified! ‘‘I don’t recognize myself anymore when I sing,’’ she 
said. Poor, sweet, pure child! 

She showed herself nowhere, and Viscount Raoul de Chagny 
tried in vain to meet her. He wrote to her, asking permission to 
come and see her. He was beginning to lose hope of receiving an 
answer when one morning she sent him the following note: 


I have not forgotten the little boy who went into the sea to get 
my scarf. I cannot restrain myself from writing that to you, 
now that I am about to go to Perros-Guirec to carry out a 
sacred duty. Tomorrow is the anniversary of my father’s 
death. You knew him, and he liked you. He is buried there 
with his violin, in the graveyard that surrounds the little 
church, at the foot of the hill where we played so often when 
we were children, and at the edge of the road where, a little 
older, we told each other good-bye for the last time. 


When he had read this note from Christine Daae, Raoul 
consulted a railroad timetable, quickly got dressed, wrote a few 
lines for his valet to take to his brother, and jumped into a cab, 
which brought him to the Montparnasse station too late for the 
morning train he had hoped to catch. 

He spent a dreary day. His good spirits did not return until 
evening, when he boarded a train. All during the trip he reread 
Christine’s note, smelled its fragrance, and revived sweet images 
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of his younger days. He spent that whole abominable night on 
the train in a feverish dream that began and ended with Christine. 

Dawn was breaking when he got off the train at Lannion and 
took the coach to Perros-Guirec. He was the only passenger. He 
questioned the driver and learned that on the evening of the day 
before a young woman who seemed to be a Parisian had gone to 
Perros and taken a room at the Inn of the Setting Sun. It could 
only have been Christine. She had come alone. Raoul sighed 
deeply. He would be able to talk with her undisturbed in that 
solitude. He loved her so much that it almost took his breath 
away. That tall young man who had traveled around the world 
was as pure as a virgin who has never left her mother’s house. 

As he came closer to her, he devoutly recalled the story of the 
little Swedish singer. Many of its details are still unknown to the 
public. 

Once upon a time, in a small town near Uppsala, Sweden, a 
peasant who lived there with his family cultivated his land during 
the week and sang bass in the choir on Sunday. This peasant had 
a little daughter to whom he taught the musical alphabet before 
She knew how to read. Perhaps without realizing it, Christine 
Daae’s father was a great musician. He played the violin and was 
regarded as the best fiddler in all of Scandinavia. His reputation 
spread far and wide, and he was always called on to play for the 
dancing at weddings and feasts. 

Mrs. Daae, an invalid, died when Christine had just begun her 
sixth year. Her father, who loved only his daughter and his 
music, immediately sold his land and went off to seek glory in 
Uppsala. He found only poverty there. 

He then returned to the country and began going from fair to 
fair, playing his Scandinavian melodies while his daughter, who 
never left him, listened enraptured or sang to the accompaniment 
of his violin. After hearing them both at the Limby fair one day, 
Professor Valerius took them to Géteborg. He maintained that 
the father was the world’s best fiddler and that the daughter had 
the makings of a great singer. He provided for her education and 
training. Wherever she went, everyone who met her was capti- 
vated by her beauty, her charm, and her eagerness to speak and 
behave well. Her progress was rapid. 

When Professor Valerius and his wife had to go and live in 
France, they took Daae and Christine with them. Mama Valerius 
treated Christine as her daughter. As for Daae, he began wasting 


52 Gaston Leroux 


away from homesickness. In Paris he never went out. He lived in 
a kind of-dream that he kept alive with his violin. He spent hours 
at a time in his room with Christine, playing his violin and 
singing softly. Sometimes Mama Valerius came to listen to them 
through the door, sighed heavily, wiped tears from her eyes, and 
tiptoed away. She too longed to see her Scandinavian skies 
again. 

Daae seemed to regain his vigor only in summer, when the 
whole family went to stay at Perros-Guirec, in a part of Brittany 
that was then all but unknown to Parisians. He liked the sea there 
because, he said, it had the same color as the sea at home. He 
often played his most plaintive melodies on the beach, and he 
claimed that the sea fell silent to listen to them. 

After much pleading with Mama Valerius, he persuaded her to 
indulge a whim of his: at the time of religious processions, 
village festivals, and dances, he went off with his violin as he 
had done in the past, and he was allowed to take Christine with 
him for a week. The villagers never tired of listening to them. 
They would pour a year’s worth of harmony into some little 
hamlet, refuse a bed at the inn that night and sleep in a barn, 
lying close to each other on the straw, as they had done when 
they were so poor in Sweden. 

They were properly dressed, refused the money that was 
offered to them, and took up no collections. The people around 
them did not understand the conduct of that fiddler who roamed 
the countryside with that beautiful child who sang like an angel 
in heaven. They were followed from village to village. 

One day a boy from Paris, on an outing with his governess, 
made her walk a long way because he could not bring himself to 
leave the girl whose sweet, pure voice seemed to have chained 
him to her. They came to the edge of a cove that is still called 
Trestraou. In those days, nothing was there but the sky, the sea, 
and the golden shore. And on this particular day there was a high 
wind that blew away Christine’s scarf and dropped it into the 
sea. She reached out for it, with a cry, but it was already floating 
on the waves. Then she heard a voice say, ‘“Don’t worry, Ill go 
and get.it for you.”’ 

She saw a boy running as fast as he could, despite the shouts 
and indignant protests of a worthy lady dressed in black. He 
plunged into the sea fully dressed and brought Christine’s scarf 
back to her. He and the scarf were, of course, sopping wet. The 
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lady in black seemed unable to calm hetself but Christine laughed 
heartily and kissed the boy. He was Viscount Raoul de Chagny, 
staying for the moment with his aunt at Lannion. 

During the summer he and Christine saw each other nearly 
every day and played together. At his aunt’s request, conveyed 
by Professor Valerius, Daae began giving the young viscount 
violin lessons. And so Raoul learned to love the melodies that 
had enchanted Christine’s childhood. 

They both had the same kind of calm, dreamy soul. They 
loved stories, old Breton tales, and their main pastime was to go 
and ask for them from door to door, like beggars. ‘‘Do you have 
a little story to tell us, please?’’ they would ask, and it was very 
seldom that they were not ‘‘given’’ one. Where is the old Breton 
grandmother who, at least once in her life, has not seen goblins 
dancing on the moor in moonlight? | 

But their greatest delight came when, after the sun had sunk 
into the sea and the great peace of twilight had settled over the 
countryside, Christine’s father sat down with them on the road- 
side and in a quiet voice, as if to avoid frightening the ghosts he 
evoked, told them the beautiful, gentle, or terrible legends of the 
Northland. They were sometimes as charming as Andersen’s 
fairy tales, sometimes as sad as the lyrics of the great poet 
Runeberg. When he stopped, the two children would say, ‘‘More!’’ 

There was one story that began this way: “‘A king was sitting 
in a little boat on one of those calm, deep lakes that open like 
shining eyes among the mountains of Norway.’’ And another 
that began: ‘‘Little Lotte was thinking of everything and nothing. 
She floated in the golden sunlight like a summer bird, wearing a 
crown of flowers on her blond curls. Her soul was as clear and 
blue as her eyes. She was affectionate to her mother and faithful 
to her doll, she took good care of her dress, her red shoes, and 
her violin, but what she liked most of all was to listen to the 
Angel of Music as she was falling asleep.’’ 

While Daae was saying these things, Raoul looked at Chris- 
tine’s blue eyes and golden hair. And Christine thought that little 
Lotte was lucky to hear the Angel of Music as she was falling 
asleep. There were few of Daae’s stories in which the Angel of 
Music did not appear, and the two children questioned him 
endlessly about that angel. He claimed that all great composers 
and performers were visited by the Angel of Music at least once 
in their lives. Sometimes they were visited in the cradle, as little 
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Lotte was, and that was why there were child prodigies who at 
the age of six played the violin better than men of fifty, which 
was extraordinary, as anyone would admit. Sometimes the angel 
came much later, to children who were disobedient and would 
not learn their lessons or practice their scales. And to children 
who did not have a pure heart and a clear conscience, he never 
came at all. No one ever saw him, but he made himself heard to 
those predestined to hear him. It often happened when they least 
expected it, when they were sad and disheartened. Then they 
suddenly heard heavenly harmonies and a divine voice, and they 
would remember it all their lives. People visited by the angel 
were left with a kind of flame burning inside them. They felt a 
pulsation unknown to other mortals. And they had the privilege 
of not being able to touch an instrument or open their mouths to 
sing without making sounds so beautiful that they shamed all 
other human sounds. Those who did not know that these people 
had been visited by the Angel of Music said that they had 
genius. 

Little Christine asked her father if he had heard the angel. He 
sadly shook his head, then looked at her with his eyes shining 
and said, ‘“You’ll hear him some day, my child. When I’m in 
heaven, I'll send him to you, I promise.”’ 

It was during this time that he began coughing. 

Autumn came and separated Raoul and Christine. 

They saw each other again three years later; by then, they 
were no longer children. Again it happened in Perros, and the 
impression it made on Raoul was so strong that it stayed with 
him ever after. Professor Valerius was dead, but Mama Valerius 
had remained in France to take care of her financial interests. 
Christine and her father had also stayed. They still sang and 
played the violin, sharing their harmonious dream with their 
beloved benefactress, who now seemed to live only on music. 
Raoul returned to Perros on the chance of finding them there, 
and went into the house where they had lived. 

He first saw old Daae, who stood up from his chair with tears 
in his eyes and embraced him, saying that he and Christine had 
never forgotten him. And in fact hardly a day had gone by when 
she did not mention Raoul to him. The old man was still talking 
when the door opened and Christine briskly walked into the 
room, looking exquisite and carrying steaming tea on a tray. She 
recognized Raoul and put down the tray. A light blush spread 
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over her charming face. She stood hesitantly and said nothing. 
Her father looked at the two young people. Raoul stepped toward 
her and kissed her, and she did not avoid his kiss. She asked him 
a few questions, graciously did her duty as a hostess, picked up 
the tray, and took it away. 

She then went out to take refuge on a bench, in the solitude of 
the garden. Feelings that she had never known before were 
stirring in her adolescent heart. Raoul came to join her and they 
talked till evening, ill at ease. They had both changed so much 
that they scarcely knew each other now, and each felt that the 
other had acquired a weightier personality. They were as cau- 
tious as diplomats and talked about things that had nothing to do 
with their budding feelings. 

As they were taking leave of each other, at the edge of the 
road, he politely kissed her trembling hand and said, ‘‘I’ll never 
forget you!’’ Then he left, regretting those impulsive words, 
because he knew that Christine Daae could not be the wife of 
Viscount Raoul de Chagny. | 

As for Christine, she went back to her father and said, ‘‘Doesn’t 
it seem to you that Raoul isn’t as nice as he used to be? I don’t 
like him anymore!”’ 

She tried to stop thinking about him. Finding it hard to do, she 
fell back on her art, which took up all her time. Her progress 
was amazing. Those who listened to her predicted that she would 
become the world’s greatest singer. 

But then her father died and it seemed that in losing him she 
had also lost her voice, her soul, and her genius. She still had 
enough of all that to enable her to enter the conservatory, but 
only just enough. She did not distinguish herself in any way; she 
took her classes without enthusiasm and won a prize to please 
old Mama Valerius, with whom she continued to live. 

The first time Raoul saw Christine at the Opera, he was 
charmed by her beauty and by his recollection of sweet images 
from the past, but he was rather surprised by the negative side of 
her art. She seemed detached from everything. He returned to 
listen to her. He went backstage, waited for her behind a flat, 
and tried in vain to attract her attention. More than once he 
accompanied her to the door of her dressing room, but she did 
not see him. She seemed, in fact, to see no one. She was 
indifference personified. Raoul suffered from it, because she was 
beautiful; he was shy and did not admit to himself that he loved 


56 Gaston Leroux 


her. Then came the overwhelming revelation on the night of the 
gala performance, when the heavens opened and an angelic voice 
was heard on earth, enrapturing everyone who heard it and 
enthralling Raoul’s heart. 

And then there was that man’s voice heard through the door— 
‘‘Christine, you must love me!’’—and no one in the dressing 
room. ... 

Why had she laughed when he said to her, just as she was 
opening her eyes, ‘‘I’m the little boy who went into the sea to 
get your scarf’’? Why had she not recognized him? And why had 
she written to him? 


That hill was so long, so long. . . . Here was the crucifix at 
the crossroads, then the deserted moor, the frozen heath, the 
motionless landscape under the white sky. The windowpanes 
rattled and seemed about to break. The coach made so much 
noise, yet moved so slowly! He recognized the cottages, the 
farmyards, the slopes, the trees along the way. Here was the last 
bend in the road; after it, the coach would dash down to the sea, 
the broad Bay of Perros. 

So she was staying at the Inn of the Setting Sun—not surpris- 
ing, since it was the only inn. Besides, it was very comfortable. 
He remembered listening to good stories there, long ago. How 
his heart was pounding! What was she going to say when she 
saw him? 

The first person he saw when he walked into the smoke- 
darkened dining room of the inn was Mama Tricard. She recog- 
nized him, greeted him, and asked what had brought him there. 
He blushed and said that, having come to Lannion on business, 
he had decided to go to the inn and tell her hello. She wanted to 
serve him lunch, but he said, ‘‘In a little while.’’ He seemed to 
be waiting for something or someone. 

The door opened and he leapt to his feet. He was not mis- 
taken: it was Christine! She stood before him, smiling, evidently 
not at all surprised to see him. Her face was as fresh and pink as 
a shade-grown strawberry. Her breathing was a little hurried, no 
doubt because she had been walking rapidly. Her bosom, which 
contained an honest heart, heaved gently. Her eyes—clear, light- 
blue mirrors, the color of the still lakes that lie dreaming in the 
far north—calmly showed him a reflection of her guileless soul. 
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The Phantom of 
the Opera 


Gaston Leroux is one of the originators of the detective 
story, and THE PHANTOM OF THE OPERA is his tour de force, 
as well as being the basis for the hit Broadway 
musical, A superb suspense story and q darktale 
of obsession, PRANTOM has thrilled and entertained 
audiences in adaptations throughout the century, 


This new translation—the first completely modern and 
Americanized translation—unfurls the fy|| impact 
of this classic thriller for modern readers. It offers a more 
complete rendering of the terrifying figure who 
emerges from the depths of the glorious Paris Opera 
house to take us into the darkest regions of the 
human heart. After the breathtaking performance of the 
lovely Christine Daae and her sudden 
disappearance. the old legend of the “opera ghost’ 
becomes a horrifying reality as the ghost strikes out with 
increasing frequency and violenceé—always with 
the young singer at the center of his Powerful obsession. 
Leroux has created a masterwork of love and 
murder—and a tragic figure who awakens our deepest 
and most forbidden fears. 


This is the only complete, unabridged modern 
Americanized translation available. Lowell Bair is the | 
acclaimed translator of such Bantam Classics as MADAME 
BOVARY, LES LIAISONS DANGEREUSES, and CANDIDE. 
X0C0016MR5 
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